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been modified so as to allow debate, my amend- | 
ment will be to add to the resolution the words, 


«« ynless a majority desire to adjourn at an earlier 
? 


le JONES, of Tennessee. I submit that the | 


emendment is not in order, as it is in direct con- | 
flict and incompatible with the resolution, and | 
therefore I hope it will not be entertained, 

Mr. FLORENCE. I would inquire if a ma- | 
‘ority of the House cannot, at any time they | 
“hoose, rescind the resolution ? : 

A Member. They can, most certainly. 

Mr. FLORENCE, Then what can be the use 
of passing it, as itis sure to be rescinded ? 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. I would suggest to 





the mover of the resolution that he put it into this | 


form: 
Resolved, That no motion to adjourn shall be entertained 
before four o’clock. 


Mr. SAGE. I have already said I have no ob- 


jection to such a form, and will therefore modify | 


‘the resolution accordingly. 


Mr. COBB. It is the best way to put it in the | 
shape in which the House desires to sanction it. | 


Mr. STEPHENS. I suggest to the mover of 
the resolution that he put it first in this form:, 


Resolved, That no motion to adjourn shall be in order 


until a Speaker is elected. 


[Cries of ‘Good!’ ‘*Good!’’] Put the reso- | 
jution first in that form, and if it is voted down, | 


then try it in the other form. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I have no objec- 


tion to sitting here as long as any other member, 


but it does seem to me that all these suggestions | 


amount to nothing, practically, because the will 
ofa majority of this House is the rule by which 


it will be governed. I regard all these proposi- | 


tions to put an end to debate as amounting, in 


the end, to nothing, because agy man may, at | 
any time, move a reconsideration of the vote by 


which the resolution of the gentleman from Mis- 


ssippi [Mr. Quirman] was adopted a few days | 
PI I 


since, and by such action reopen the door to de- 
bate. 


will of a majority of this House. 
ifevery member would make up his mind to pro- 
ceed with the business now pending before this 
body, viz: to vote for Speaker, we would make 
more rapid progress. I hepe, therefore, all these 
suggestions will be abandoned, and that the 
Clerk will proceed to call the roll on the election 
for Speaker. 


oan “ 
I would inquire of the gentleman from Georgia, | 


[Mr. Coss,] what are we to gain, suppose we fix 
the hour for adjournment ? 
this time any gentleman may move to reconsider 


the vote, and, in case a majority agree to recon- | 


sider, we will be just where we started. I in- 
quire of the gentleman from Georgia if such is 
not the fact? 

Mr. COBB. I will say to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, that as I understand the parliament- 
ary law, there is no such motion known to it, as 
& motion to reconsider. There isa motion which 
is the same in effect, and that is the motion to re- 
scind. But I apprehend, if a majority of this 
House indicate a determination to continue in 
Session until a Speaker is elected, the motion to 
rescind will not be made, so as to delay the busi- 
ness of the House. The object is to test the 
question, whether or not the eos is in earnest 
in its efforts to elect a Speaker, and it is for that 
ae I give the resolution my support. 

Mr. LETCHER. By way of getting 
practical business of the House, I move 
the resolution upon the table. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I submit that 
the motion is not in order. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the motion 
of the gentleman from Virginia is in order. 

Mr. SAGE. How does the resolution stand, 
as modified ? 

The CLERK. The resolution reads— 


Resolved, That until a er is elected no motion to 
adjourn shall be in order four o’clock, p. m., 


6 


at the 
to lay 






I suggest that any resolution which may | 
be passed, fixing the time to which this body | 
shail continue to vote, must be controlled by the | 
It strikes me | 


alf an hour from | 
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and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Letrcuer] 
proposes to amend it by adding, ‘unless an 
earlier adjournment is required by a majority.” 
The gentleman from Virginia now moves to lay 
the whole subject upon the table. 

Mr. LETCHER. [I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Letcuer 
and Epie were appointed. 

The House was divided, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 77, noes 81. 

So the motion to lay the whole subject on the 
table was not agreed to. 


Mr. STEPHENS. Will the Clerk be good 


|| enough to state what the question now is? 


The CLERK. The question is on the resolu- 
tion offered by the gentleman from New York, 
[Mr. Sace,] that no motion to adjourn shall be 
|| in order before four o’clock, p.m. The gentle- 
|| man from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] proposes the 
following amendment, *‘ unless a majority of the 
House shall desire an earlier adjournment.” 
|| Mr. STEPHENS. I thought that amendment 
was voted down. 

The CLERK. 
that proposition. 


Ss. 
No vote has been taken on 
Mr. STEPHENS. I trust that the House 





will vote down that amendment. It will then be 
in order for me to move the amendment which I 
suggested. I therefore give the House notice 
that if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Letcner] be voted down, I shall 
move the amendment that I have indicated. 

The question was taken on Mr. Lercner’s 
amendment, and it was rejected. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I now, Mr. Clerk, move 
to strike out of the resolution offered by the gen- 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Saae,] all after 
the word *‘ before,’’ so as to make it read— 

Resolved, That until 2 Speaker is elected no motion to 
adjourn shall be in order. 


on that proposition. It may be that a majority 
of the House is in favor of the resolution as it 
stands, and may agree to it without my amend- 
ment, but I can see no use in it. 

If a majority of the House desires to see the 
House organized, the only way for them to do so 
is to come and remain in session until a Speaker 
be elected. I submit my motion as a test to this 
House whether the majority wish to organize, 
and intend to do it. 1 move, therefore, to amend 
by striking out the latter = of the resolution. 


A Memnser, (suggesting 


I wish, Mr. Clerk, to bring the House to a test 


y:) Call the yeas and 
nays. ; 
Mr. STEPHENS. I am not desirous of de- 


'| taining the House by calling the yeas and nays. 
| lam willing that the question shall be iaken by 
|| tellers. But if there are others here who desire 
|| the yeas and nays, let them ask that the question 
| be taken in that way. I am myself willing, as | 
|| before remarked, to stay here not only to-day, 
but to-morrow, and next day, and next day, and 

even for a weck, and never to adjourn until the 
| House be organized. [Cries of **Good!”’ “Good !”’ 

“‘ Avreed !”” 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the gen- 

tleman from New York [Mr. Sage] if he will 
|| not accept the amendment offered by the 
man from Georgia, [Mr. Sternens?]| 

Mr. STEPHENS. I hope not, because I state 
that I want to test the sentiment of the House on 
my distinct proposition. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Exactly; but if the gen- 
tleman from New York accepts your modification, 
then the House will vote directly upon it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. And if voted down, then 
the whole resolution is lost. 

Mr. SAGE. I am willing to accept the modi- 
fication proposed by the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. Hu MPHREY MARSHALL. 
the gentleman from Georgia, am very anxious to 
see this House organized, and I think that the 
adoption of this resolution will go ‘with healin 
on its wings”’ before the country. But I thin 
that the country might as well understand at the 
same time that when this resolution is adopted 
|| by a majority, a majority may at any time take 


gentle- 


I, like | 
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any other shool that it likes; and notwithstanding 
our saying that we will sit here for a week, we 
can nevertheless adjourn at two o’clock,any da 
that we want todo so—and that without re ve 
ing any rule or doing anything more than vote 
| og the isolated proposition which comes up before 
us. It will not require—after we adopt that res- 
olution—anything but the same majority which 
adopted it, to adopt any other resolution it might 
desire. 
A Memper. 
on the question. 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


Let us have the yeas and nays 


I do not want anybody to 


vote for my proposition who is not determined to 
° 


stand by what he says, and if a majority vote ia 
favor of it, | suppose that that majority will stay 
here all night, and to-morrow, and next week if 
necessary. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I believe the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Humrurey Marsnart] has 
presented the correct parliamentary rule, and that 
every proposition is subject to the will of a ma- 

| jority of the House. But I entirely approve of 
the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. Srernens.] I think it will be a test of the 
sentiment of the House. We have spent three 
weeks in attempts to elect a Speaker. i am desir- 

, ous now to try the rule of our forefathers—the 
old common-law rule, of starving a jury until you 
get averdict. I have a hope that our friends 
will adhere to the rule; and if the resolution be 
adopted, it will be adopted, not as binding on this 
House, but as an indication of the determination 

| of those who adopt it to remain here without ad- 
journment, until they shall have forced a majority 
into the election of a Speaker. 

Mr. CARLILE. I ask the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Sternens,}] whether he believes 
| that the sectional organization of this House is 
of so little importance to the country that he is 
willing to place it in the power of those who are 
seeking a sectional organization here to effect 
their object, provided they have a capacity for 
physical endurance greater than oth®rs ? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I answer the gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Caruire] that this House has 
vot to be organized on one line or another. 

A Memnen, (suggestingly.) Ov the other. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Or on the other. I accept 
the modification. If the people of the United 
States, under their organic law, have returned a 
majority of members to this House on a particu- 
lar line—objectionable as it may be, the difficulty 
is with the people, not with us—the House must 
be organized, or we go into dissoluticn. I do 

not know what may be the effect of the proposi- 
tion I submit for the election of Speaker. Every 
erentleman must vote in that election according to 
the dictates of his own judgment, and the best 
interests of the country. If the gentleman from 
| Virginia [Mr. Caruite} does not wish a sectional 
organization, let him vote for a national man. 
\| If he looks upon any of the candidates as sec- 
\| tional men; if he considers a sectional organiza- 
|| tion to be antagonistical to the best interests of 
|| the country, to the peace and quiet of the States, 
as I do, the best thing he can do, in my opinion, 
is to vote against such candidate as in his judg- 
|| ment will effect such an object. 
| Mr. LETCHER. I have no objection to the 
|| gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Srernens} making 
a test for himself in reference to this matter; but 
| I have an objection to his announcing here a test 
which is to govern me in my action in this body. 
Now, sir, no man has any idea of sitting here 
for a week without an adjournment. I do not 
believe there is a man in this House who has 
any idea of this body continuing in session for a 
week without adjournment, and, therefore, I say 
that I shall vote against this resolution without 
the slightest hesitation. I do not consider that 
my constituents, when they sent me here, ex- 
pected me to sit here for a week, in order to be 
starved into a verdict, as my friend from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. Quirman] expresses it. It is not 
just, fair, or reasonable, that any man should 
be required to sit here day and night. I say, 


; 


re] 
taut 
ae 
vd 
> 
ag 
ae 
2 
) 
; 














R92 THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. December 26, I 
. —— - | F —< arene . ee a ae ee ener _ 

therefore, that I shall vote against the resolution i tion will furnish any facilities toa majority of this || Mr, STEPHENS. The plan now offered, if ml 

with a great deal of pleasure; and I do notimagine || body, te accomplish such an object, that they do || adopted and adhered to, will soon show us whether Pl 

that, if the resolution is adopted, there are five || not now possess? If, after the adoption of this || or not the Opinion is correct. I think that the 

men in the House who have any idea of carrying resolution, a sectional organization 1s effected in || demonstrations for the last three or four weeks, q 

it out. || the course of a week, the same strength that || or since the session commenced, tend strongly ;, 

Mr. MILLSON. I believe there is but one ||-brought about that result would have brought || show that there is not an anti-Nebraska majority t 
single instance in the history of our Government || about the same result the next week, or at some || on this floor. t ci 
of a continuous session of the House of Repre- || other time; so that it is merely a question of || Mr. McMULLIN. When has this House p 
sentatives, and that was during the ever mem- | time. If, then, weare to have such an organiza- | adjourned earlier than four o’clock? Has it not 
orable effort of the House of Representatives to || tion, why should we procrastinate? We have \| been the habit, since our session commenced, to tl 
elect a President of the United States in 1801. || been here for three weeks, sitting only a short || proceed with business until that hour of the after. n 
Then it was the opinion of the House that the || time each day, without accomplishing any result. || noon? _ vie 8 
Constitution of the United States required a con- The country is looking with deep solicitude, to | But, sir, for one, | am unwilling to give citho, 
tinuous session; that it was not competent for || see where this drama is toend. Si, let us evince | of the three parties here an advantage over the I 
them to adjourn from day to day until they had | by the adoption of this resolution, the sincerity | 


other. And I take occasion to repeat what | said 
performed their constitutional duty of determin- 





ing between Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Burr. 

1 have received a most graphic description of 
the events of that period from a most distin- 
guished actor in it. After many ineffectual bal- 
jotings, the House desired to adjourn, but could 
not, and, by a sort of agreement—a tacit agree- 
ment—among the members, a large majority re- 
tired from the Hall, leaving sentinels of both par- 
ties behind to watch the proceedings, and give 
notice of any attempt at meditated fraud that, 
might be eiepbirated. After awhile the House 
agreed to take but a single vote a day, under 
which, after the vote had been taken, members 
repaired to their quarters. 

er I ask, if the House is prepared to do 
voluntarily what it was then obliged to do when 
those obligations proved, as the event shows, 
most irksome and arduous? If this is intended 
as a mere resolution that the House will not ad- 
journ, even though a majority may desire, until 
a given purpose is accomplished, why, then, it 
is in the nature of a vow, and moralists tell us 
that vows, when unnecessary, are sinful. 

But, sir, I see no reason for the House imposing 
this restriction upon its own free acts. 
jority desire to adjourn, let them adjourn. An 
adjournment is always the work of a majority, 
and if it is the will of the majority to sit here 
without adjournment until a Speaker is elected, 
why should we declare that resolution? I have 
steadily voted against early adjournments. I do 
not know that I have more than once concurred 
with the majority of the House in a resolution 
to adjourn, , But I am unwilling to impose any 
restriction upon the free discretion of a majority 
of the House. I prefer to leave it to the majority 
to adjourn whenever they see fitto adjourn. For 
these reasons, I shall vote against the resolution. 

Mr. BOCOCK. I should not have said a word 


in explanation of the vote I expect to give upon | 


this question, but for what has been said by sev- 


eral gentlemen from my own State in ee 


to the resolution under consideration. re ques- 
tion has been asked, what is to be accomplished 
by declaring that we will not adjourn when it is 
within the power of the majority to rescind the 
resolution and adjourn whenever they may see 
fit? Sir, I would regard its adoption as a dutta. 
ration u 
they will carry out the purpose expressed by it. 
Now, sir, a member may rise here at any time 


and move that the House adjourn; and seeing | 


nothing up to make it objectionable, I might vote 
in favor of the adjournment. But when we have 
declared by resolution that we will sit here until 
an election of Speaker has been effected—when 
that has been declared as the concerted purpose 
of the majority voting with me, I shoald not so 
vote at any time until that election has been 
effected, unless under peculiar circumstances. 
And again, a stron 


positive action upon the part of the majority of 
the House to rescind it. Under this resolution, 
if a member under the excitement of the moment, 
rises and moves an adjournment, it will not be 
competent for the Clerk to entertain the motion 
nor put it. The motion will be out of order. 


I now come to the su gestion made pi my col- | 


league in my rear, [Mr. Canute.) 


] He asked 
the gentleman from Georgia if he considered a 
sectional o 


to be effected? 


Now, Mr, Clerk, I am as much opposed to a | 


sectional organization of this House as any man 


here; but Isubmit to my colleague, I submit to | 
the House, whether the adoption of this resolu- || be. 


| in earnest in our efforts to effect an organization 
| of this House. 
| with this matter. 


If a ma- || 


| tunity of taking necessary refreshment. 


|| the stomach? 


n the part of those who adopt it, that | 





reason in favor of the | 
adoption of the resolution is, that it will require | 


' this Hall. 


ization of so little importance, that || 
he would afford facilities for such an organization | 





| tions have been manifested, he is also in error in 


of our purpose; let us show that we are sincerely 


Let us not seem to be trifling | 
Let us not seem to come here | 
to amuse ourselves, and then to adjourn and go 
home, there to seek our relaxation and our ease. 
Let us organize at once, or prove to the country 


| that there is some deep, vital, and important mat- 


ter dividing us, which prevents an organization. 
I shall vote for the proposition, and expect to sit 


| it out. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I am and have been as 
anxious as my colleague to see this House organ- 
ized. Iam as desirous of attaining that end as 
the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. SrerHens,] 
or any other gentleman inthis Hall. I voted the 
other day against my better judgment for the 
yroposition of the gentleman from Mississippi, 
EMr. Quitman.] I voted for the limitation of the | 
debate to ten minutes, witha view of showing to | 
the House and country that I was in nowise in 
favor of occupying the time of this body unne- 
cessarily with discussion. 

And let me call yourattention, Mr. Clerk, and 
that of the House, to a state of things which ex- | 
isted in this body during the last Congress. Do 


| younot remember that when we had the appro- | 


priation bills under consideration, that after two 


| or three night sessions it was found extremely 
| difficult to secure a quorum to progress with the 


business. A motion was made for a recess, so | 
that gentlemen might be allowed some oppor- 
j It was 
voted down; and when a division of the House 
exhibited the want of a quorum, the very gentle- | 
men who voted down the motion for a recess had | 


| a call of the House, and the absentees brought | 


in. And is it now the purpose of the gentleman | 
from Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] to seek to obtain 
the absence of gentlemen on either side of the 
House when we have been here for two or three 
days and nights voting continuously—when we | 
shall be compelled to have something to sustain 
Is it his desire that we shall con- | 
tinue here day and night? I can tell the gentle- | 
man that I represent a constituency who have | 
confidence in my intentions. I intend to represent | 
them fairly, honestly, and faithfully. 

It is mortifying for me to be forced to differ | 
with my colleague who has just taken his seat, | 
[Mr. Bocock.] Does he suppose that his con- | 
stituents have no confidence in him? Has he not | 
given sufficient evidence already to satisfy the | 
most exacting of them that he will on no occasion | 
be in favor of sporting with the time of the | 


| House? 


Mr. Clerk, is it the object of gentlemen to | 
change the responsibility of a want of an organi- | 
zation of the House? How is he to doit? The | 
Republican party, it is admitted, are in the ma- | 
jority. Does the gentleman from Georgia desire | 
to see that party secure the advantage by reason | 
of the absence of either the friends of Mr. Ricu- | 
ARpDsON, or those of Mr. Futter? No, sir, 1 will | 
ascribe no such intention on his part. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I think, judging from the 
past three weeks’ experiments in this ‘Hall, that 
the Republican party are not in the majority. 
(Cries of ‘* That is it!’’ “* That is it!’’] 

Mr. McMULLIN. There are three parties in 
There is a clear and decided anti- 
” ebraska majority. The gentleman will not deny 
that: 

Mr. STEPHENS. I must say in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia that, so far as indica- 


i 





that conclusion. 


Mr. McMULLIN. I trust in God that I may 









before, that whenever the majority of the Housp 
desire to vote, and to continue to vote until eley, 1 
o’clock at night, or all night, it has the power to 
do so without the adoption of this resolution— 
this monstrous and unprecedented gag-law, | 
am opposed to this thing of attempting to force 
gentlemen into a false position. am opposed 
to . now, and shall continue to oppose it to the 
end. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Clerk, | 
would inquire whether it is not in order to ¢all 
the previous question on the resolution? If it is, 
I desire to make that call. I think that we haye 
had debate enough. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the cal] 
for the previous question is in order. 

Mr. ORR. Does the Clerk decide that the 
previous a operates on the deliberations 
of this body? 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that it does. 

Mr. ORR. 1 should like to know the author. 
ity by which such a decision is reached. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I believe that the Manual 
wil? bear the Clerk out in his decision. I think 
it lays down that doctrine. 

The CLERK. The Clerk will, with the per- 
mission of the House, read from the proceedings 
of the Thirty-First Congress, after the election of 
the Speaker, but before the rules had been adopted 
for the government of the House: 

** Mr. Boyp rose and inquired of the Speaker what effect 
the previous question would have on the resolution he liad 
offered in relétion to the rules of the House. 

“The SPEAKER said that the effect would be to bring the 
House to a direct vote on the adoption of the resolution.” 

Mr. ORR. I should like to hear the clause in 
the Manual which has reference to the operation 
of the previous question read for the information 
of members. When that is done I would then 
ask the Clerk to state the effect of the operation. 
If it is in force, which I deny, it cuts off all de- 
bate and amendment. Ido not know that I ought 
to have informed the friends that that would be the 
result. Iam opposed to the adoption of any 
resolution, the result of which is to force this 
House from determining the election of Speaker 
on principle, to making the determination a ques- 
tion of the strength of stomach. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WASHBURN. I would inquire whether 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Sage] would 
not accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Srernens?] When that is done 
I shall then call the previous question. 

The CLERK. he gentleman from New 
York did accept the amendment. 

Mr. GROW. I will refer the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to page 101 of the 
Manual. He will there find authority for the 
previous question. Itis as follows: 

“ Sec. 34.—The previous question.—When any question 
is before the House, any member may move a previous 
question, ‘ Whether that question (called the main que> 
tion) shall now be put?’ If it pass in the affirmative, then 
the main question is to be put immediately, and no mu 
may speak anything further to it, either to add or alter."— 
Memor. in Hakew, 28; 4 Grey, 27. 

Mr. ORR. If the previous question is to cut 
off all amendments, and bring the House to? 
direct vote on the original proposition, is not the 
—— simply then on the resolution offered by 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Sact’] 
Pending amendments are saved from the oper 
tion of the previous question by special rule of 
the House of Representatives, which has not y*t 
been adopted. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Precisely; 
stand that the gentleman from N 
modified his resolution. : 

Mr. SAGE. For the purpose of saving tm, 
I modified my resolution by accepting the amend: 


but I under- 
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ment of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Srz- 
ruENS-4- ASHBURN. I call for the previous 
qui stion. 2 ‘ 

Mr. STEPHENS. The proper course will be 
to vote down the previous question, or else we 
cannot test the sense of the House upon my 
proposition. ‘ 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would ask 
the gentleman =e the pegporece of the gentle- 
man from New ork, [N 
stands, will not test that question? 

Mr. STEPHENS. Has the gentleman from 
New York accepted my amendment? 

Mr. SAGE. I have. 


The CLERK read the resolution as modified; | 


it is as follows: 

Resolved, That until a Speaker is elected no motion to 
adjourn shall be in order. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is right now. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
resolution be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ORR. Iask for the yeas and nays on that 
motion. I hope it will prevail. 

Mr. PAINE. I understand that the proposi- 
tion now before the House is designed to test the 
physical endurance of members. 

Mr. JONES. ‘The motion to lay on the table 
is not de batable. 


The CLERK. The Clerk understands the 


ventieman from North Carolina as rising for in- | 


formation. 

Mr. PAINE. 
design to be to test the physical endurance of 
membe rs here. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks debate is not 
in order. 

Mr. PAINE. Is debate not in order on a 
motion to lay on the table? 7 

The CLERK. It is not, by an express order 
of the House, which, as the gentleman from 
North Carolina will remember, was made a few 
days ago. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s 
motion, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
4, nays 110; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Boyce, Broom, John P. 
Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cox, Cullen, David- 
son, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Durtee, 
Edmundson, Elliott, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Florence, 
Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson 
W. Harrisyhomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Valentine 
B. Horton, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kidwell, 


Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, | 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- | 


Mullin, McQueen, Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichols, Orr, 
Paine, Peck, Porter, Powell, Reade, Ready, Ritchie, Rivers, 


Rutlin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. | 


Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, 
Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, 
Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—84. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, | 


Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Henry S. Bennett, Benson, 
Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Brooks, Buffington, Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chafiee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Dam- 


rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, | 


Dodd, Edie, Edwards, English, Faulkner, Flagler, Thomas 


J.D. FullerfGalloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, | 


Herbert, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
ston, J. Glancy Jones, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, 
Morgan, Mofrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purvi- 


ance, Puryear, Quitman, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Sim- | 


ihons, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, ‘Todd, ‘Trafton, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, Watkins, Watson, 
Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—110. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution on | 


the table. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. GREENWOOD said: I am opposed to 
this resolution upon two grounds: The first is, 
that Iam unwilling that any gentleman should 
put a test to me to govern my votes here. In the 
second place, the resolution would make the con- 
test for Speakera question of physical endurance; 
and whilst I feel that I am as competent to un- 

ergo the fatigue as any gentleman here, I am 
unwilling to force it upon others, and least of all 


on my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Srernens.] I | 


therefore vote * ay.” 

Mr. PAINE said: I desire to say that my yote 
Upon this motion does not express my views in 
relation te the resolution. I desire te take coun- 





r. Sace,] as it now | 


1 move that the | 


I say, sir, that I understand the || 





_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. | 


st — —_— oe —_—- - > - 
| Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Henry 8. Bennett, Benson, Bil- 


i sel with my family and friends in the city before 
| I am called upon to vote on the resolution. 
| Lenghter.} 
|| laid upon t 
ca.” 


fter the announcement of the vote, 


the resolution. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I believe a 

demand for the previous question is pending. 
| The CLERK. The demand for the previous 
|| question is vending. 
|| Mr. HOUSTON. The demand for the previ- 
|| ous question cannot be pending, because since the 
| call for the previous en the resolution has 
|| been entirely changed. 


|| Mr. WASHBURN. 


I renewed the demand 
| for the previous question after the resolution was 
modified. 

The CLERK. The Clerk understands the 
modification to have been agreed to by the gen- 
tleman from New York, before the previous 
question was demanded. 
|| Mr. PECK. Ithas notbeenséconded, however, 
|| and [ wish to suggest to the mover of the resolu- 
} tion, that he should amend it soas to makcit read: 
** from and after to-morrow.’’ 
the resolution in that shape, but not otherwise. 
I want to give my friend from North Carolina 
[Mr. Paine] an opportunity to take farewell of 
his friends and family, [laughter,] and to afford 
myself an opportunity to prepare myself to en- 
gage in a contest of physical endurance with all 
advantage by taking in a stock of provisions, and 
making a fair start. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
quire whether debate is in order? 

Mr. CADWALADER. I wish to 
| suggestion. 
| from returning to their places 
| Mr. WASHBURN. 
|! order. 
{ 


1 would in- 





I rise toa question of 
I desire to know if debate is in order 
| during the pendency of a demand for the pre- 
| vious question ? 
| Mr. PECK. Is my motion toamend in order? 
Mr. SEWARD. pave opposed to the previous 
question, and move that the House do now ad- 
journ. 


| 








to adjourn. 
The previous question was then seconded. 
Mr. p 

vious question has been seconded ? 


been demanded and seconded. 
|| Mr. PAINE. I would request the gentleman 


able to submit an amendment. We ought not 
to be called upon to make this sacrifice without 
some compensatign. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would respectfully 
suggest that debate is not in order. 

Mr. PAINE. 


der the operation of this resolution shall have a 
monument erected to hismemory. [Much laugh- 





“i 
he question recurring, ‘‘ Shall the main ques- 
tion be now put?”’ 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
|| and nays. 

Mr. DUNN. For the information of gentle- 
men who may not be familiar with parliamentary 
| rules, I would inquire whether, if the House 


should refuse to sustain the previous question, 
the proposition would be open for amendment? 
‘| The CLERK. The Clerk thinks the proposi- 
|| tion would be postponed until to-morrow, when 
|| the motion can be renewed. 

Mr. ORR. I call for tellers on the yeas and 
nays. 

he Clerk appointed Messrs. Orr and Kwox. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported fifty-eight in the affirmative. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 
\| The question being, ‘‘ Shall the main question 
| be now put?’’ the roll was called thereon, and 
there were—yeas 125, nays 72; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 





I desire, therefore, that it shall be | 


' 
. 
xe table for the present, and I vote 
| 
| 


Mr. PECK said: I propose an amendment to | 


I would vote for | 


make a || 
The unexpected inclemency of the || 
weather has prevented many punctual members | 


The question was taken, and the House refused | 


AINE. Do I understand that the pre- || 
The CLERK. The previous questfon has | 


from Maine to withdraw the motion for the pre- | 
vious question. I would like very much to be | 


I hope I may state what my | 
proposed amendment is, in order that the gentle- | 
|| man may be able to decide whether he «vill with- | 
draw the demand for the previous question. My | 
amendment is, that every member who dies un- | 
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haghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Brooks, Buffington, Buriingame, James H.Campbell, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaifee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damre}!, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Eltiott, Emrie, Flag- 
ler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Robert B. Hall, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy Junes, Kelly, Knapp, Knight, 
Kowtton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Humphrey Marshall, Me- 
Carty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Moore, Mer- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pet- 
tit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, Ready, 
Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Simmons, 
Samuel A. Smith,William R. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Ste- 
phens, Stranahan, Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, 
Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Warmer, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Watkins, Watson, Welch, Whitney, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—125. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Boyce, Broom, Cadwala 
der, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Cox, Cullen, Da- 
vidson, Henry Winter Davis, Deaver, Dowdell, Dunn, Bag- 
lish, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, 
Henry M. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Augustus Hall, 
| Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 

Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Valentine B. Horton 

Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, Letcher, Lindley, 

Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, 

Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, Millward, Orr, 

Paine, Peck, Porter, Powell, Reade, Richardson, Ritchie, 
| Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Sneed, 

Stewart, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, Vail, Walker, Wins- 
| low, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—72. 


So the main question was ordered to be now 
yut. 
The CLERK announced the main question to 
|| be the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That until a Speaker is elected no motion to 
adjourn shall be in order. 


Mr. ORR. I call for the yeas and nays upon 
the adoption of that resolution. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WALKER. I would inquire of the Chair 
if the effect of the last vote is not to pestpone the 
further consideration of the question until to- 
morrow morning? 
| The CLERK. The main question has been 

ordered to be now put. If the vote had been in 

the negative, that would have thrown the ques- 
;| tion over. The Clerk may err in the decision, 
and he submits it to the House for its decision. 

Mr. WALKER. I do not like to take an ap- 

veal, though it strikes me that the decision of the 
‘lerk is wrong. 

Mr. STEPHENS. What was the question 
decided by the last vote? 

The CLERK. Shall the main question be now 
put? 

Mr. STEPHENS. And what was the vote? 

The CLERK. One hundred and twenty-five 
in the affirmative, and seventy-two in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Then of course it is not 
|| postponed. The House has ordered that the 
|| main question shall be now put. - 
|| The CLERK. The Clerk agrees with the gen- 
|| tleman from Georgia. Does the gentleman from 
Mississippi ap eal from the decision? 

Mr. WALKER. No, I do not. 

The CLERK. The yeas and nays have been 
ordered on the main question. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
\| yeas 116, nays 87; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Henry 8. Bennett, Benson, Bil- 
linghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Brooks, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, hewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clark, Ezra Clark, Clawson, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, 
Comins, Cragin, Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, DeWitt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
| Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Fauikner, Flagler, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert 
B. Hall, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, King, Knapp, meyer Knowlton, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, 
Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, 
|| Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Quitman, 
|| Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Seward, Siminons, Spinner, Stan- 
|} ton, Stephens, Stranahan, ‘l'appan, Thorington, Todd, Traf- 

ton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Warner, Cad- 
walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Watson, Weich, Wells, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
{} worth—116. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Béyce, Broom, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cox, Cullen, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Durfee, Edmundson, Elliott, English, oan Eustis, 
Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Goode, Green- 
wood, Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Sam n 
W. Harris, Thomas ... Harris, Harnson, Haven, Herbert, 

'| Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, 
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Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, 


Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, 
Nichols, Orr, Porter, Powell, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Kich- 
ardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Robison, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
Savage, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Thurston, Trippe, Unde rwood, 
Vail, Valk, Waiker, Watkins, Whitney, Winsiow, John 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—87. 


So the resolution was adopted. 

{Cries of ** Call the roll !’’) 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I apprehend, 
from the vote which has just been taken, that 
there is before us a protracted s ssion-of this 
House. ‘Those of us who have served here for 
years past, know that there are occasional scenes 


of disorder and turbulence unbecoming the dig- | 


nity of the American Congress. i do not anticl- 
pate anything of that kind in making the proposi- 
tion which I have sent to the Chair, though it may 
be impossible to guard against it. I am well 


| 


aware, Mr. Clerk, that you have discharged faith- | 


fully and agg ert your duties so far, and Ido 
not design, by this proposition, to impute, di- 
rectly or indirectly, anything which will amount 
to a charge of impropriety upon your part; but 
it does seem to me, in view of what is before us, 
that we ought to have a temporary presiding 
officer. When the resolution shall have been 
read, it will be seen that I have named a member 
of this body who is the antipode of me in all 


respects, as the governing officer of our delibera- | 


tions. I have great confidence in that individual 
as a gentleman, and in his knowledge of the par- 
liamentary law. In view of these things, there- 
fore, I offer the resolution which I have sent to 


the Clerk, and I hope it may be adopted without | 
serious opposition from either side of the House. | 


The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolwed, ‘That the Hon. James L. Orr, of South Caro- 
lina, be invited to preside over this body until a Speaker is 
elected, ; 

Mr. SAGE. I must say I deem this resolution 
unnecessary. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Ido not. 

Mr. SAGE. It is a proposition, however, 
upon which persons may differ. We have now 
been in session over three weeks, and have got 
along very well, and I know of no reason why, 
at this juncture, we should travel out of the line 
we have marked outfor ourselves. Its adoption 
will be a reflection upon this body, that we can- 
not deport ourselves properly in the places which 
we have been called upon to fill, Without con- 
suming further the time of the House, I move 
to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. True, Mr. Clerk, we have 
been in session during the ordinary hours of 
doing business; but the resolution which we have 
adopted contemplates perhaps—though I hope 
we may organize upon the first vote—a pro- 
tracted session of this body; and it is in view of 
that possibility, that I Cesire some person well 
versed in parliamentary law may bé called to 
preside temporarily, for the mapas of preserv- 
ing the order and decorum which ought to char- 
acterize the American Congress. With that 
view [ have moved the resolution, and 1 hope 
serious objection will not be made to it. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Ohio who introduced the resolution a 
question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. As many as you choose, 
if it is in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I wish to ask the gentle- 
man whether he is willing to place the name of 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Orr] 
in the resolution which I proposed the other day, 
having in view the organization of the House for 
the passing the appropriation bills? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. No, sir. 
ness, under the Constitution, is the election of a 
Speaker. All I desire, in offering the resolution, 
is, that we may preserve that dignity and de- 
corum, before the eye of the world, which belongs 
to the American Congress. 

TheCLERK. The Clerk would suggest that 
debate is not in order, as a motion is pemding to 
lay the resolution updn the table. 

r. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. SNEED. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Ohio, respectfully, to make a modification 

of his resolution. 

The CLERK. The Clerk must say that the 


I demand the 


The first busi- | 


i 
' 


hi 





|| particular. 
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gentleman from Tennessee is not in order in 
indulging in debate. 

Mr. SNEED. I do not propose to debate the 
subject, but simply to ask the gentleman from 
Ohio to modify the resolution before the yote is 
| taken. 
| The CLERK. The Clerk must again say 

that the gentleman from Tennessee 1s not in 
| order. a 
| Mr.SNEED. My request is, that, under the 
| circumstances, with all r spect for the gentleman 
| from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,] the gentleman 
from Ohio shall insert in his resolution the name 
of the distinguished gentleman from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Conz,] because he is an ex-Speaker of the 
House. 
The CLE 


pr 


RK. The Clerk calls to order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I have great confidence 
in—— 
Mr. COBB, of Georgia, (interrupting.) I had 


intended to address a few words to the House, 
and I trust they will permit me to do so now. 
[Cries of * Agreed!’’ ‘* Arreed 1”) 

Mr. COBB. I intended to have seconded the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio, especially 
as that motion was coupled with the remark that 
the duties imposed upon you, Mr. Clerk, had 
been discharged by you, since the commence- 
ment of the session, to the entire satisfaction of 
the House. But I did see, and have seen from 
the commencement, that there would be a pro- 
priety, under the circumstances, and preceding 
an organization, in selecting a Chairman to pre- 
side over our meetings. There is a precedent for 

|it. In the great contest in the New Jersey case, 
on motion of a gentleman from South Carolina, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, Mr. John 
Quincy Adams, was called to preside over this 
| body. I believe the resolution of the gentleman 
from Ohio, as it stands, with the name presented 
in that resolution, will meet with as cordial an ap- 
| proval of this House as it would with the name 
of any other individual who could be named. 1 
therefore hope the resolution, as it has been pre- 
sented, will be adopted by the House, and that 
there will be no effort to amend or alter it in any 
I appeal to the gentleman from 
| Ohio—if such an appeal is necessary—that he 
will let the resolution stand as it is, as I be- 
lieve it is acceptable to the House. 

Mr. TRAFTON. Ifitis in order, I was about 
to appeal to the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw 
his resolution. It seems to me that it is ver 
| late in the day to pass sucha resolution. We 

have to-day resolved to sit here until we elect a 
| Speaker. ~ Now, with all respect to the gentleman 
from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,]} had this motion 
| been made earlier in the session I should have 
voted for him with pleasure; but I think gen- 
tlemen upon the floor of this House are well satis- 

fied with the manner in which you, Mr. Clerk, 
| have discharged the duties which have rested upon 
you; and though the gentleman who offered the 
resolution prefaces it with the remark that you 
| have given entire satisfaction to the House, yet, 

sir, to put you out of the chair now, at the fag 
| end of this contest, would tend, by implication at 
least, to throw some blame upon you, and I hope 
the gentleman will withdraw it. 

Mr.CAMPBELL.' I expressly stated, for the 

urpose of showing my sincerity, that I had se- 
ected a gentleman who is the antipode of myself 
in politics. There was an occasion when, under 
similar circumstances, John Quincy Adams was 
called upon to preside temporarily over the delib- 
| erations of this body. 

I might have, in offering this resolution, selected 
some other person holding opinions which would 
have coincided with my own, bat it was with the 
view of showing that the only object which I had 
in contemplation was, the preservation of the 
dignity of this body through a protracted session 
which may last for days and nights, that I se- 
lected the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Orr,] and under no circumstances, sir, shall I 
change the name—under no circumstances. The 
_gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Trarron] 
Eas not, I presume, passed through the midnight 

scenes which have been presented in controvert- 
|ing these sectional points in this Hall. It was 
| not in the remotest degree my intention, as I have 
page said, to impute any impropriety whatever 
'to the Clerk; but he has his other duties to dis- 
| charge, and it is not to be presumed that he is as 
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| well versed in the principles of parliamen 
_as is the gentleman whose name is embraced in 
the resolution. I have full confidence in him 
[Mr. Onr.] His power will extend only to the 
| point at which we shall have elected a permanen 
| presiding officer; then his power ceases. | hayo 
| no doubt but that he will Ginckinkes the duties of 
| the Chair with entire impartiality as between the 
| contending elements on this floor; and it was in 
| that view of the case that I made the propositins, 
| which I have submitted. 
| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. It is my mis. 
| fortune, Mr. Clerk, to differ, in reference to this 
| resolution, with my friend, [Mr. CAMPBELL, } from 
| whom I seldom differ. 
Mr. RUST, (interrupting.) Wh 
| tion before the House, Mr. Clerk? 
| The CLERK. The question is on the adop. 
tion of the resolution offered by the gentlemay 
| from Ohio, [Mr. CampseE tt. ] 
| Mr. RUST. Is there not a motion pending to 
| lay that resolution on the table? 7 
he CLERK. That motion has been with. 
drawn by the gentleman from New York, [Mr, 
| Sacr.] 
Mr. WASHBURN, (resuming.) I do agree 
| with my friend from Ohio, however, in all that 
he says in reference to the gentleman from Sout) 
Carolina, [Mr. Orr.] I have no doubt that that 
gentleman would preside over this House wit) 
ability, with fairness, and with entire impari- 
ality. I have no question whatever as to that, 
3ut I am opposed to this proposition for the rea- 
son that it reverses the precedent which seems to 
| have been established here, of selecting the oldest 
member of the House for this service. And, sir, 
I am also opposed to it, because it seems to imply 
| that there is to be some difficulty, some trouble, 
somedisturbance here. Now,sir, I have no fear 
whatever of that. I have no fear whatever that 
| you will ‘not continue to preside here with as 
| much dignity and fairness as you have exhibited 
during the twenty days that you have presided 
|overus. I, sir, would not in any way invite any- 
thing like disorder, or disturbance, or confusion 
| in this Hall, and I have no reason to believe that 
during the time we shall continue in session here, 
in our endeavors to electa Speaker, we shall not 
proceed as quietly, as calmly, as we have done 
in the days that we have passed. For these rea- 
sons, sir, believing that the appointment of a 
| temporary presiding officer is unnecessary; be- 
lieving that if it be not the appointm@nt of the 
gentleman from South Carolina would be re- 
versing an old precedent in regard to this matter; 
and also knowing that, during the twenty days 
that elapsed before a Speaker was elected in 1849, 
there was no more occasion for a temporary pre- 
siding officer than there is now, I am opposed 
to this resolution. I therefore hope that the propo- 
sition will be laid on the table, and I make that 
motion. 

Mr.STANTON. Iaskthe gentleman to with- 
draw for a moment his motion to lay onthe table, 
and I will renew it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I withdraw 
the call for the previous question on that cond: 
tion. ; 

Mr. STANTON. I wish to remark, in reply 
to my colleague, [Mr. Campsext,] that there isa 
wide distinction between this case arf that pre- 
sented in 1839, when Mr. Adams was called to 
the chair as temporary presiding officer; and | 
| do not know how that instance can be proper'y 
| regarded as justifying this motion. At that time 

there were two sets of members present from tie 
State of New Jersey, both of whom—every tne 
that a vote was called for—passed between the 
tellers, or answered to their names; and there was 
no possibility of deciding any question except Y 
a resort to the most strict and technical par!is- 
mentary rules. The House, therefore, found 
itself under the necessity—perhaps_ not having 
the utmost confidence in the Clerk—I do not 
know—in consequence of the difficulty grow! 
out of the conflicting claims of the members from! 
the State of New Jersey, to call upon a member 
to preside pro tempore. , 
he protracted struggle of 1849 was carried (0 
its close without any temporary presiding offic’? 
and [ confess that, after this thing has been cal 
ried on for three weeks as it has been, without * 
temporary Chairman, there is not, to my mind, 
lany necessity for one; nor can | imagine what 
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propriety there now is in calling for a temporary 


presiding Officer. — 
ntmost confidence in the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Orr;] but it seems to me that 
gentlemen will find that this feeling will of ne- 
cessity grow up that, if there is once a presiding 
officer, the election of Speaker will be protracted, | 
and there will be a temptation to introduce legis- 
lation on a great variety of things. It will not | 
appear as if there was so much necessity for a | 
regular Speaker. 

| hope, therefore, that my colleague [Mr. 
CampseLt] will withdraw his resolution for a | 
time; and if disorder shall arise, or if there shall 
pe any confusion or turbulence, then it will be 
time enough to proceed to the election of a presid- 
ing officer to preserve order. But in the absence 
of any such necessity,it seems to me that this || 
motion to appoint a ey presiding officer 
should not be adopted. renew the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to bring the || 
House to a vote on the proposition; I therefore || 


} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
| 
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| certainly be competent for the gentleman from 





move the previous ¢ uestion. 1] 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will the gentleman from | 
North Carolina [Mr. Cirvemay] be kind enough || 
to withdraw his motion for a moment? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. With a view to meet the 
objection of my colleague, [Mr. Stanton] 

Mr. STANTON, (interrupting.) Ihave moved 
to lay the resolution on the table, and debate is 
not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Will not my colleague 
withdraw that motion for the present? 

Mr. STANTON. It is not in my power to 
withdraw it, as I promised the taiidiaes from 
Maine, (Mr. Wasnsurn,] when he withdrew his || 
motion to lay on the table, to renew it for him. | 
[Cries of ** Question !”’ ** Question !”’] 


Mr. GROW. 








Allow me to say here, in con- || 
nection with the New Jersey case referred to, that 
in that case the Clerk refused to put any mo- | 
tlon—— 
The CLERK, (interrupting.) As there is a || 
motion pending to lay the resolution of the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. Campsett] on the table, || 
debate is out of order. | 
Mr.CAMPBELL. Inow, in compliance with 
the pledge which I gave to the gentleman from | 
North Carolina, [Mr. Cumeman,] call for the || 


previous question. | 


Mr. STANTON. [insist upon my motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

A MemBer. Will the Clerk read the resolu- 
tion with the proviso? 

The CLERK. The proviso has not been 
added, inasmuch as the gentleman from Ohio 
ep ong. persists in his motion to lay on | 
the table. 


Mr. NICHOLS. 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Nicuots 
and Boyer were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported | 
—ayes 72. 

Mr. SAGE. 
is evident that we shail have them in the end, and 
to economize time I call for them now. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The ——— was then stated, and the Clerk 


— the name of Mr. Aiken, who responded, 
when 


| given, and Consequently asked and put to the question.” 


| resolution if it should be withdrawn. 


| assumed of offering this resolution. 
| withdraw my resolution. 


| Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, 
I call for tellers on that mo- || 
tion. 1 


| gle, Purvianee, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Stanton, 


I call for the yeas and nays. It || 


| Evans, Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, 





Mr. CAMPBELL (interrupting the call) said: 


Poo to it. 
was mistaken, to save the time of the House || 
: withdraw my proposition. [Cries of ‘Too 
ate! 

Mr. SNEED. I renew the proposition. 

The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that, as the | 
proposition has been stated to the House and | 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


there has been a response, the gentleman cannot || Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zoilicofier—i0s. | 


interrupt the call to withdraw his proposition. | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to | 
know what rule there is that will prevent the | 
gentleman from withdrawing his proposition? 


lhe House has adopted no ruie to the effect that || Speaker, he should not feel at liberty to vote upon || 


| Thomas J. D. Fuiler, Goode, Greenavood, Augustus Hall, 


; . 3 | J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Har- 
Mr. Clerk, I did not suppose, when this proposi- || f 


tion was offered, there would be any serious ob- || ton, George W. Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
As the result shows, however, that | | 





Mr. JONES. That was under ‘the ‘rules spe- || 


I beg to say that I have the || cially adopted by the House in former sessions. | 


We are now acting under parliamentary law, and } 
those rules do not apply. I think the gentleman | 
from Ohio has the right to withdraw his proposi- | 
tron. 

The CLERK. The Clerk submits the question 
to the House for its decision. There being no 
objection 

Mr. FLORENCE. There is objection. I 
object to the withdrawal of the resolution. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest to the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, that he should not raise 
a point of order upon the Clerk. From the in- 
dications we have seen from votesalready taken, 





| it is not likely the House will lay the resolution 


upon the table. I hope, therefore, that the vote 
may be allowed to be taken now, and then it will 


Ohio to withdraw his resolution. 
Mr. SNEED. I have said, that if the gentle- 
man from Ohio withdraws his proposition I 

would renew it. 


The CLERK. 


The Clerk will read from the 


| Manual the authority upon which he has made 


his decision: 

“Leave asked to withdraw a motion.—The rule of Parlia- 
ment being, that a motion made and seconded is in the pos 
session of the House, and cannot be withdrawn without 
leave, the _yery terms of the rule imply that leave may be 


Mr. SAGE. For the purpose, then, of avoid- || 
ing all difficulty in reference to the question of 
order, I move that the gentleman from Ohio have 
leave to withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. If the gentleman from 
Ohio desires to withdraw his proposition, I trust 


immediately offered again by some other mem- 
ber. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Syeep] 
has already indicated his intention to renew the | 
The same || 
object can therefore be accomplished, and the | 
necessity of determining this question of order 
avoided, by withdrawing all objection to the with- 
drawal of the resolution by the gentleman from 
hio. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I am quite will- | 
ing to take the responsibility I some time since 
I do not 
Let the vote be taken. | 

The call of the roll was then completed, and the | 
motion tolay on the table decided in the negative— 
yeas 88, nays 108; as follows: 

YEAS—Measrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben- 
nett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Dradshaw, 
Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, 
Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damreil, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Flagler, Gal- 
loway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, 


King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Leiter, Mace, MeCarty, 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, | 
Nichols, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Prin 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waidron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat- 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—&s. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Broom, Cadwalader, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caru- 
thers, Caskie, Bayard Clark, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, 
Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, | | 
Jdmundson, Edwards, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, | 


ris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Valentine B. Horton, Hous- 


Knox, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. | 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Mc- | 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Porter, 
Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Richardson, 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Seward, | 
Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
Stephens, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Trippe, Underwood, | 
Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Whitney, 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Pending the call of the roll— 

Mr. MATTESON stated that, having paired 
off upon all questions affecting the election of || 





a gentleman may not interrupt the call of the roll || this resolution. If he were free to vote he should | 


to withdraw his motion. 
The CLERK. The Clerk will state that he 


acted under the authority of the usual practice of | this most important move of the session —— 


the House. 


if 
i 





vote to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. COLFAX. I regret, Mr. Clerk, that at 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of | 





order. 


| claim the right to be 


question of order. 


| three parties in the House shall oceupy * 


| propose, therefore, to amend the resolut 
| by the gentleman from Ohio, by striki 


ae 


The previous question has been moved 
upon the resolution before the House, and no 
debate is in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. I think I have the floor. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. Linsist upon my question 


| of order. 


Mr.COLFAX. Othergentlemen have spoken 
since the previous question was called, and I 
heard also, 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I must insist upon my 
The CLERK. The recollection of the Clerk 
is, that the previous question was moved, but he 
had forgotten it at the time he recognized the 
gentleman from Indiana. The Clerk thinks, hew- 
ever, that the previous question has been moved, 


| and the Journal bears him out in his recollection. 


No debate, therefore, is in order. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Imade the motion 
for the previous question, but understanding ‘hat 


| the honorable gentleman from Indiana desires to 
; make some observations upon the resolution, | 


will withdraw the motion for the purpose fit he 


| will renew it. 


Mr. COLFAX. I will renew it. Mr. Clerk, 


| I regret that, at this most important move of 
| this protracted struggle, which has attracted; not 


only the attention of the House, but of the wpoele 
country, | am compelled, by conscientious, son- 


| victions, to vote against the motion of the d-atin- 
| guished gentleman from Ohio, with whom /; has 


been my pleasure generally to act upon this oor. 
Sir, Iam not a lawyer; but I have often herd it 
stated by lawy' rs that pos session is nine points 
inlaw. I[tis well known that the distingy}shed 
gentleman from South Carolina, whose ‘jame 


° ths ° ls ms ; ia res : as: bee ioken ‘ 
| there will be no objection to it, because it can be || ®PPears In this resolution, has been spokerijof as 


the one likely to be settled on as the compr‘qgnise ; 
and I am unwilling, considering the maggitude 
of the issues involved, to give him the advahtage 
which he would derive from the temporary, pecu- 
pancy of the chair. I am willing, however, to 


| act as magnanimously as gentlemen on the, other 
| side could reasonably claim. 


j I am willing that 
the Clerk, belonging, as he does, to the Admin- 


| istration party, should continue to preside over 


our deliberations until a permanent organization 
has been effected; and | will go further; I am 
willing to place the two minorities here, the 
Democracy and the American party, upon equal 
footing with the very large plurality—4 might 
almost say majority—of members who;dre Re- 
publicans; for I believe it is pretty we:luader- 


| stood that the members voting for Még hanks 
| are, if the scattering votes are not cet ced, a 


majority over those voting for both 
arpson and Mr. Funuer. I am willtn: 





equal position in this temporary organ) 


aiter the word ‘* Resolved,’’ and to sos'yt the 
following: 


‘* That the three parties in this House, represented by the 


|| one hundred and five votes for Mr. Banxs, the seventy-five 


votes for Mr. Ricuarpson, and the forty votes for Mr. 
Fouurer, shall each select a Speaker pro tempore, wio 
sha!! preside over the deliberations of this House alternately, 
as they shall mutually agree among themselves, until a 
Speaker is elected.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I have but a word’to say 
in reply to the gentleman from Indiana. 

The CLERK. The Clerk would suggest that 
inasmuch as the call for the previous question 
was pending and withdrawn temporarily in order 
to allow the gentleman from Indiana to addresa 
some remarks to the House, the proposition 
which he has submitted is not in order. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of order. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campaettr] with- 
drew his call forthe previous question, and yield- 
ed the floor to me. While oceupying the floor 
then I was invested with all the rights that can 
be exercised by any member upon this floor. 
The call for the previous question has not been 
seconded. Iam willing to renew the call for the 
previous question; but I maintain that my prop- 
osition is now before the House as an amend- 
ment to the resolution of the gentleman from 
Ohio, and preceding the motion for the previous 
question. 

Mr. SAGE. If my memory serves me the call 
for the previous question was not seconded. The 
call was made, but the main question was not 
ordered to be put. 
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The CLERK. The Clerk, on reflection, thinks | the power of the House. Now, sir, it is the sim- 


that the proposition of the gentleman from Indi- | 
<r. Coxtrax] is in order. The floor was | 
yielded to the gentleman from Indiana on condi- | 
tion that before he took his seat he should renew | 
the call for the previous question, which had | 
been withdrawn by the gentleman from Ohio, | 
[Mr. Camrsexr.] Before resuming his seat, and | 
previous to his renewal of the call for the previous 
question, the gentleman from Indiana presented 
his amendment. The Clerk thinks that it is in 
order. 

Mr. COLFAX. I submitted my amendment 
before I renewed the call for the previous ques- 
tion. The gentleman from Ohio dedinia to reply 
to what I have said, and I therefore withdraw the 
call for the previous question, and give up the | 
floor to him for that purpoze, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. r. Clerk, the proposi- | 
tion which I made is a simple one; and I had 
no idea that there would be any stir or excite- 
men@about it. Nor did I suppose that I was 
about to separate myself from my very highly 
esteemed friend from Indiana, or anybody else | 
on this side of the Hall. What is it? Does it 
propose to give in to the Opposition? And let 
me say to the gentleman, that when it comes to | 
war with that Opposition on the Nebraska ques- 
tion, I will be found one of the last men to yield 
the point. Does it propose to give any advantage | 
to the Opposition? [A Voice. It gives them the 
Malakoff.] It gives them the Malakoff, does it. | 
If I understand the position of the Clerk on the | 
yrinciples of the Nebraska bill, he goes to the | 
urthest extreme proposed by the gentleman from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Ornr.] Then we yield | 
nothing in simply proposing that the Clerk, who 
has the duties of the clerkship devolved on him, 
shall be relieved from the ilaree of presiding, 
and it shall be placed in the hands of one who, 
it is acknowledged on all hands, understands tlie | 
parliamentary law, and will be impartial in ad- 
ministering it. Will the gentleman from Indiana 
then tell me what point of principle in the great | 
contest I have waived by the proposition ? 

Mr. COLFAX. I will answer my friend from | 
Ohio with great pleasure. I can see, notwith- | 


standing I am ‘no prophet, nor the son of a || 


orophet,”’ in the vista of the future that after we | 
ions spent another three weeks in balloting for a | 
Speaker, a proposition may be sprung on the 
I cal elt ie out, wearied with dissensions 
and discussion, something like this: that the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Orr,}] who 
will be in the chair, who will have doubtless ad- 
ministered its parliamentary duties impartially 
and acceptably, shall, inasmuch as we cannot 
elect anybody else, be declared the elected Speaker | 
of the 

Mr. CAMPBELL. If the honorable gentle- 
man from Indiana comes here expecting to be 
worried out of principle, he had better make up 
his mind to pack up and go home. [A Vorcr. | 
Will you never be worried out?} No, sir, never. 
You have adopted a rule this morning which will | 
require thuse of us who are determined not to 
give in on it, to sit here and vote, and vote, and 
vote, until you make a Speaker. Now, if the 
gentleman expects to be worried out to-morrow, 
or the day after to-morrow, or next week, or the 
week after next, let him say so. 

Mr. COLFAX. Allow me to explain. My 
friend from Ohio certainly misunderstands me. 
He does not exhibit his usual clearsightedness in 
misunderstanding my pointas he does. Perhaps 
Tam vague. I wasalluding in my remarks speci- | 
ally to the minorities which have been billing and | 
cooing on this floor. Have we not heard appeal 
after al made to the friends of the gentleman 
from Travis (Mr. Ricnarpson] to take down 
that Democratic platform, which is a wall of fire 
that divides them, or to present some other can- 
didate whom the gentlemen of the twelfth section 
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of the American platform can vote for, without 
being considered as indorsing the resolutions of 
the caucus which nominated Mr. Ricuarpson? 
Mr, CAMPBELL. Let them take the re- 
eponsibility; and I say to the gentleman from 
Indiana that I would rather belong to a bold mi- 
nority standing inflexibly against the principles 
of that Nebraska bill, without an organization 
such as we would wish, warring against this Ad- 





| 





plest and fairest proposition, it strikes me, that 
was ever submitted, under the circumstances, to 
a body like this. It is simply a transfer of the 
residing powers, temporarily, until you elect a 
eaker. The honorable gentleman from South 
Cassibin [Mr. Orr] is acknowledged, on all 
hands, to be a man of fairness. He differs from 
me on all points of politics. 

This is a transfer, witha view to what? AsI 
expressed it a while ago, with a view to the good 
order, the decorum, and the dignity, which 
should characterize an American Congress. Do 
we not all know, at least those of us who have 
served here in times past, that even under the ad- 
ministration of a permanent Speaker—when you 
come to night sessions, day and nightcontinuous 
sessions without sleep, as your resolution pro- 
poses, and without food, except that which you 


my get about the aes 1ere are scenes of 


turbulence and disorder unbecoming the high 
character which ought to belong to this body? 
The proposition is made with the view of pre- 
serving our charaéter before the eye of the world, 
at the same time exhibiting, I admit, some de- 
gree of magnanimity, when I propose to take a 
gentleman difiering from me widely as does the 
gentleman from South Carolina. Had I con- 
sulted my own wishes, and had I looked to that 
which is, perhaps, due to the distipguished gen- 
tleman from my own State, [ should have in- 
serted the name of my colleague from the Ash- 
tabula district, [Mr. Gippines;} but I knew full 
well, then, that I should be charged with section- 
alism, abolitionism, and fanaticism. 

A minor point, as I expressed it, I thought 
clearly, in the outset, was, not to impute impro- 
priety to’ the Clerk at all, but to relieve him in 
some degree from the onerous duties which have 
been devolved on him for the past three weeks, 
and transfer them to a man of similar political 
opinions until a Speaker should be elected; one, 
too, in whose integrity and impartiality I have 
the fullest confidence. I lose nothing to the gen- 
tleman’s cause by the motion; nothing to the 
cause of those of us on this side, or to that of the 

entlemen who come prepared to vote for a reso- 
fution showing to the world that we mean to sit 
here until we shall elect aSpeaker, and then when- 
ever they getsleepy or hungry,gohome. Ihave 
entered here for this entire campaign, [laughter;] 


| and, whenever the gentleman from Indiana finds 


me yielding one single point of principle, it will 
be time enough for him to notify the House and 
the country that he discovers that it is his duty 
to separate from me. 

Mr. COLFAX. I trust that my frend does 
not understand me as imputing to him any want 
of principle. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Not at all. 

Mr. COLFAX. I would be the last man to 
do it. I think the proposition was a mismove; 
but he knows right well that wherever his banner 
leads in the Nebraska fight before us at this ses- 
a there will I follow him unflinchingly to the 
end. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do notaspire to lead any- 
body. My only aspiration now is to make such 
provision as will enable us to go on with the busi- 
ness of the House. We can do so under my 
resolution, harmoniously and in good order. I 
renew the demand for the previous question. 
[Cries of, ‘‘ Question!’ ‘* Question !”’ 

Mr, JONES, of Pennsylvania. I wish to make 
a single remark, if it is the wish of the House to 
hear me. 

The CLERK. Debate is out of order; but, if 
there is no objection, the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will proceed. 

Mr. JONES. I understand that there is some 
apprehension, on the other side of the House, 
of a fusion. I took occasion, the other day, to 
state, what I believed I was authorized to say, 
that the Democratic party had made a nomina- 
tion and framed a platform in caucus, from which 
it did not mean to depart; that it meant to stand 
by its own acts. And I have merely to assure 
the gentlemen on the other side, that I have no 
apprehension that they will find, when we come 
to take a ballot, the Democratic party veering 
from the course they have hitherto pursued. 
They will find the Democratic party voting for 


ministration with its organization, than to belong || Mr. Ricnarpson, as they have voted heretofore; 


to that party which, by a kind of machinery, gets 


and that there will be no deviation, unless so 
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| tion coming from the gentleman from Ohio, 
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ordered by the Democratic caucus itself, duly 
assembled, “To 
Mr. TODD. I would inquire of my colle 2 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Jones,} whether he is 
now =. for the party, or for himself ingj, 
vidually? He spoke the other day, he said, fo» 
the party. : 
r. JONES. I will answer the question pro- 
pounded by my colleague. I stated the othe 
day, when called upon to give my individual be. 
lief, that 1 had no authority to speak for the Dem. 
ocratic party on that, and that on other questions 
when I spoke for the party, they never author. 
ized me to speak for them. But I speak now 
what I believe to be the sentiment of the Dem. 
ocratic party. If I am in error, they will correc 
me. I believe I speak-the sentiments of the 
Democratic party when I say that the propogj. 
[Mr 

CampBELL,| recommending the appointment of q 
pears Chairman of this House, was voted 
for by them as an expedient temporary measure: 
but they never understood it to be a change of 
programme, nor that it should prevent them 


| adhering rigidly to the nomination made for the 
| speakership. 


) 
Mr. TODD. Will the Clerk again read the 
substitute offered by the gentleman from Indiana, 
{Mr. Cotrax?] 











The substitute was again reported. 

The CLERK. Onthis proposition the gentle. 
man calls the previous question. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I arise 
merely to quiet the apprehension expressed by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Coirax,} that 
any untoward result will arise from the * billing 
and cooing ’? which he says has been going on 
| between the Demoeratic party and the American 
party on this floor. I assure the honorable men- 
| ber that this ‘‘ billing and cooing ”’ has gone on, if 
| at all, in an entirely different quarter, and that the 
| national Americans have taken their position here 
both independently and definitively. I flatter 
myself the country quite understands it, and that 
the country will at once perceive how this * billing 
and cooing ’’? commenced, and between what par- 
ties itis being prosecuted. There has been no 
| proposition from ~~ individual of the party to 

which I belong, to alter the usual course of pro- 
cedure in electing a Speaker—no proposition to 
curtail the discussion which was developing our 
respective positions, by resorting to a limitation 
upon the debate—no proposition to try to force 
/a conclusion by a resort to any extraordinary 
| process either of starving or confinement. We 
| were content to let the members act upon their 
judgment, as we had no right to suppose any- 
thing else than that each one was acting upon his 
conscience in every effort to elect a Speaker. 
We saw no requirement to * bill and coo ”’ with 
| any party, and if anything of that sort is going 
on, we are not parties and are not responsible for 
| it. ‘The proposition to elect a temporary Chair- 
man now comes from a distinguished gentleman 
who has been voted for by the Republican section 
of this House, and upon the plea that, after the 
adoption of an extraordinary rule proposed from 
the Democratic section, we shall require services 
beyond those you, Mr. Clerk, will be able to 
render. He has announced that, as a proof of 
his desire to be fair, he has taken an antipode in 
politics—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, (interrupting.) | 
made the proposition not in behalf of the Re- 
publican party, but of my own suggestion. 
alone am responsible for it. ; 

Mr. MARSHALL. Very well, and under this 
declaration the country will know where the prop- 
osition comes from, and to whom it is made. 
The political antecedents of the gentleman define 
his position, and his party is now as well know 
as any other in this country. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I belong to the American 
organization. [Roars of ‘aughter. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I know the gentleman 
claims to belong to that organization, but the House 
and the country will remember that, on sundry 
occasions during our sessions here, he has re- 
fused to stand on the platform of the Americal 

y, and has taunted me with inclining to read 
im out of the American party. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I do ‘not belong to the 
American organization as the gentleman from 
Kentucky understands it. [Laughter.] 
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1859. 
~ Mr. MARSHALL. It was unnecessary for 
the gentleman to afford me that assurance. But, 
Mr. Clerk, I was saying, when interrupted, that 
when the country sees the quarter whence this 

roposition comes and to whom it is made, there 
can be no room for mistake as to the “billing and 
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ber 26 , . : 
+ te. Parker, Peck, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Purviance, Pur- 
itself dul year, Quitman, Reade, Robison, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sew- 

= ard, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Tappan, 
Taylor, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eilihu 8: 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Welch, Wood, Woodrutl, 
and Woodworth— 109. 


Mr. COLFAX. I will state, if the gentleman 
anticipates any trouble by these parties being 
together, I am perfectly willing to modify the 
resolution so as to provide that Messrs. BANKs, 
Ricwarpsoy, and Futzer, should act as Chair- 
man alternately until a Speaker shall be elected. 


ly Colleagye 
ether he ig 
imself’ ind}. 


he Said, for 


i the Other 
lividual be. 


cooing” of which he speaks, or where the combi- 
nation may be expected, should any occur. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Campsetr] 
has departed from the only precedent in our con- 
ressional proceedings, in his proposition to select 


Mr. CLINGMAN., would inquire of the 
Clerk if the previous question is not pending? 

The CLERK. Itis. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 


If so, then debate is out || of 


So the motion was disagreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll 
Mr. SAGE said: Thad the honor, this morning, 
resenting a resolution to terminate debate 





of order, and I insist upon the previous question. || each day at four o’clack. I deemed it right then, 
The CLERK. By unanimous consent this || and from what has since transpired, I am of the 
debate has been allowed. | same opinion still; and I therefore vote in the 
Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House take || affirmative. 
arecess. [Laughter.] ; Mr. JONES. I will make one more motiou, 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that this || and that is that we take a recess until nine o’clock 
House now take a recess until eleven o’clock and || to-morrow morning. I am willing to sit here 
thirty minutes to-morrow. [Cries of ‘*Good!” || during daylight. J can get up at daylight, and 
‘* Well done!”’] I will so modify this motion as || come here at six or seven o’clock, and sit here 
to provide that the House shall take a recess until || as long as we have daylight. {A Vorce—* Say 
eleven o’clock and-fifty-nine minutes. {Cries of || ten o’clock.”*] Well, 1 will say ten o'clock, 
BD gg a Ba alas or any other hour, to suit gentlemen. I am willing 
r. GREED ). would inquire if it || to sit here all day; but from my experience 
| does not require unanimous consent to take a || heretofore, I do not think it right wo eit here 
rece! boner a Pee ** Question a all night, under these circumstances. [Vorces. 
r. STEPHENS. suppose, sir, this prop- |} Say eleven o’clock.] Gentlemen around me ask 
osition is equivalent to rescinding the order which || thet I should make the motion to take a recess 
the House made — ae I call yp em until eleven o’clock. I will put it at ten o’elock, 
and nays upon it. his House can rescind that |} and if the House refuses, | will make no more 
resolution by this motion or otherwise; but if it |} motions upon the subject; but I cannot sit here 
is the intention of a majority of this House, as it || to-night. 
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a temporary Chairman. The party with which 
he has voted has cast the largest number of votes 
fora candidate. As he has chosen to leave his 
own party, and to look for his selection in another 
section of the House, *‘ his antipode in politics, 
it does not become my party to cavil at the dis- 
tinction he proposes, or to object to the quarter 
in which he seeks the temporary Chairman. It | 
is not, I say, for us to be raising objections on 
this score, if hesand the party with which he acts 
are all satisfied. ; 

It affords me pleasure to tender, voluntarily, my 
tribute of acknowledgment of the intelligence and 
entire competency of the honorable member from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] to the duties of the 
Chair. I do not doubt he would discharge the 
functions of Chairman pro tempore with perfect 
impartiality, and, I hope, to the satisfaction of 
all concerned; and if the Republicans are dis- 

osed to waive the precedent established in calling 
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n read the 
m Indiana, 


the gentle. Mr. Adams to the Chair pro tempore, and to do || is my wish, to sit here until we elect a Speaker, Mr. KELLY. We have been sitting here 
this compliment gracefully, we shall not—atleast |/ I trust this motion will be voted down. It is || all day without a vote for Speaker. I think it 
+ arise J shall not, as one—abject to it. | equivalent to an adjournment. A majority has || essential that we should have one vote to-day, 
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Mr. COLFAX, (interrupting.) I desire to ask 
the gentleman from Kentucky whether he is the 
author of a letter which lately appeared in the 
Louisville Journal, over his name, in which he 
stated that he would not vote for a Democrgtic 
candidate for Speaker unless it should be neces- 
sary to do so for the purpose of defeating a Re- 
publican candidate? 

Mr. MARSHALL. The letter to which the 
gentleman refers was written by me, though the 
part to which he refers was ‘‘ not intended for the 
public eye.” pees I stated that, should 
a combination be formed here to force me, by a 
plurality vote, to choose between the Democratic 
candidate and an Abolitionist, Imight, as the last, 
sad alternative, consider it my duty to choose 
between them, and to take the Taimoeies in pref- 


erence to the Abolitionist. I want, now, to repeat, | 
that such a choice would be in the last alternative || 


with me, and only when my constitutional privi- 
lege of choosing in other quarters was lost by the 
action of this House. So long as that is left to | 
me, | shall not think of making such a choice. 
Now, in reference to the proposition of the | 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Cotrax,] to alter- 
nate the duties of temporary Chairman between 
the representatives of the several parties on this | 








| 





said that we shall not adjourn until we shall have | 


elected a Speaker. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 
pending ? 

The CLERK. Itis. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Then I submit whether this 
motion to take a_recessisin order? It is no more 
a oi ego question than any other, and can 
only be made when there is no other question 
pending. It is, therefore, I submit, out of order. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
precise question before the House? 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Tennes- 


Is the previous question 


| see moves that thé House take a recess until 


eleven o’clock and fifty-nine minutes to-morrow. 
The gentleman from Georgia calls for the yeas 
and nays, and the gentleman from Ohio raises a 


point of order, stating that the motion is nota | 
rivileged question, and therefore out of order. | 


he Clerk thinks it is a privileged motion accord- 
ing to the Manual. 
Mr. GREENWOOD. I want to see the prac- 


tical working of the resolution we adopted this | 


morning, before we adopt such a motion as this. 
The CLERK. Does the gentleman from Ohio 


| insist upon his point of order? 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Ido. I appeal. 





| CampBeE.t] is in the way. 


What is the | 











and I trust the gentleman from Tennessee wil! 


withdraw his motion for the purpose of giving an 


| opportunity of taking at least one vote. 


fr. JONES. I have no objection to that; but 
the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
If it is the wish of 
the House to take a vote, by common consent 
the resolution might go over, and a vote be had. 
For that surpose I withdraw my motion. 


Mr. WALKER. I renew the motion to take 


a recess until ten o’elock to-morrow. 


Mr. CUMBACK. [Icall for tellers. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. 
a question of privilege. 
tion of the vote by which the House adopted the 
resolution, providing that no motion to adjourn 
should be in order until a Speaker should be 
elected, and upon that motion | demand the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES. I suggest to the gentleman from 
Kentucky that if he would bring up that matter, 
he oe ae to rescind that resolution, and not 
to reconsider it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to a 
question of order. During the pendency of the 
motion to take a recess, the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky is not in order, 


T rise to 
I move a reconsidera- 











is going floor, I must aa that I perceive no necessity in | Mr. LETCHER. I move to lay the appeal The CLWBRK. The Clerk thinks the motion 
nsible for the case for such a partition of the honor pro- || upon the table. ; , | of the gentleman from Kentucky is out of order, 
'Y Chair. posed for the member from South Carolina. He || The question was taken and decided in the || inasmuch as another privileged motion is pend- 
entleman will not be the Speaker. He will not have the || affirmative. : ing. 
Nn section appointment of committees. He will have no || _ The yeas and nays, upon the motion of Mr. ‘Tellers were then ordered; and Messrs. Courax, 
after the power, except to preside until we elect a Speak- || Jones, were ordered. and Davis of Maryland, were appointed. 
sed from er—no further; and if we invite him at all, let it || The question was then put, and there were— The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
, services be done for the convenience of the House, and || yeas 86, nays 109; as follows: ported—ayes 89, noes 59. 
able . not in an ungracious manner, or in a manner In- | YEAS —Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Bell, Henry Bennett, So the motion was agreed to; and thereupon 
prod ol a the least misgiving as to the way in which | Boyce, John P. Campbell, Carlile, aa ic (at twenty-fi ve minutes after four o’clock, p. m.) sh 3 
tipode in ie will discharge the duties of the Chair. So far || Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Denver, Dode : : 0 ’cloc 7 oe iM 
i asl am concerned “niches ; io confidence that Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, Eustis, | the House took a recess until ten o clock, &. M. ae 
tne) I this en 9 MAVINE Perse Evans, Florence, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, | to-morrow. 

ang), us t an ee pat will eae “y | Augustus Hall, Harlan, J. Baeertaan Been, empase 

ne he- votes of the national Americans, with whom 1! || Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Val- SENATE. 
stion. | have thus far acted, in the contest "for the Speaker- '| entine B. Horton, Houston, George W. Jones, Kidwell, T IN es 1855 

ship, and no lack of confidence in the impartiality || Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshail, HURSDAY, December 2/i, L520. 

. , : : ‘ Samuel S. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, McMullin, Mc- The J Mond li : d 1 
nder this and integrity of my friend from South Carolina, || Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Millward, Moore, Nichols, | e Journal of Monday last was read anc 
he prop- I shall interpose no objection to the proposition || Andrew Oliver, Orr, Porter, Powell, Pringle, Ready, Rich- | approved. 

s made. of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Casramite,) oe a Rivers, — we ee ae PACIFIC RAILROAD. 
Ane - i ie . ‘ ° |) age 1orter, Simmons ian Smith iam hh. Sth _ P 
tre a on the member from South Carolina Sneed, Stranahan, Swope Thurston, Trippe, Underwood, | By a resolution submitted by Mr. Wetter 
nown ie duties of Chairman pro tempore, if it be the || Valk,Walker, Watkins, Watson, Whitney, Winslow, John some time ago, the select committee appointed 
pleasure of the House to confer the honor. V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—86. !! during the Jast Congress to take into considera- 
Imerican Mr. KNOWLTON. I wish to inquire of the || , NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barksdale, |) «|p ‘lroad to the Pacifie. ote 
gentleman fi 1 dis . Mr. C if h ‘I Henry 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, || Won the subject of a railroad to the Pacific ocean 
asia accept aaa n aed x ee t ‘ bet || Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, Brocks, Broom, Buffington, || was continued, and the President pro lempore was 
uch a modification of his resolution || Burlingame, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. \| authorized to fill vacancies occasioned by the 
e House as to place the names of Mr. Gippines, of Ohio, || Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Howell || 11; oment of members. ‘That duty has rece 
sundry and Mr. Marsna... of Kentucky, in the resolu- || Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, ie f 7 d d th ‘tte eal? éonsiais of 
has re- tion, instead of edi that the candidates of ° Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, || performed, anc e comm! D 
seal the thie aarti yeh ! id na q ee er ~ a Pecan Deen Se, a .| Mr. Rus«, chairman, Mr. Doveras, Mr. Bext of 
a es shou yreside : mrie, Faulkner. er 1omas J. D. Fuller, Galloway : a ahaa ss 
to read Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. There || Giddings, Granger, Greenwood, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Hol- o oe 2 Epa ora ne ote ar maa 
are two Marshalls from Kentucky, and I do not loway, Thomas R. Horton, Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy r. JLEID, Mr. FOOT, an r. WELLER. 
if ! y> Jones, Kelly, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, Knox, Lei- | PETITIONS, ETC. 


want my name placed in such a connection. | 


n from (Laughter. } 
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from Alexander Gibson, a lieutenant in the Uni- 
ted States Navy, who has been retired on the 


furlough list by the late naval board, complaining | 


of their action and praying redress; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. FISH presented the petition of A. C. 


Rhind, complaining of the action of the late naval | 


board, and asking restoration to his former rank; 

which was referred to the Committee on Naval 

Affairs. 
Also, the petition of several citizens of Rich- 


mond county, in the State of New York, asking | 
for the restoration of Lieutenant J. C. Carter to | 
the active service list of the Navy, from which | 


he was displaced by the action of the late naval 


board; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the memorial of 
George M. Weston, a commissioner of the State 
of Maine for prosecuting the claims of that State 


against the United States, for lands apportioned | 


to settlers under the fourth article of the treaty 


of Washington, and expenses incurred in the | 
praying for | 


execution of the said fourth article, 
the settlement of those claims; which, with the 
papers heretofore filed relating to the same case, 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Also, the petition of Jacob Carlton, for himself | 


and the owners and sharesmen of the schooner 


Brandywine, pm entice in the cod-fishery, pray- || 


ing a grant of fishing bounty for the time she was 


so employed; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Commerce. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Rebecca Halsey, widow of 
Zephaniah Halsey, be withdrawn from the files of the Sen- 
ate and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr GEYER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers of 
Captain Langdon C. Easton, assistant quartermaster in the 
Army, praying that he may be credited with an amount of 
public money of which he was defrauded by his clerk, he 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate and referred to the 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


' 

Comunittee on Military Affairs. 
| 

| 

| 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey. As there | 


is but a small number of Senators present, I move 
that when the Senate adjourns to-day it be to 
meet on Monday 

Mr. ADAMS. From a report I have heard of 
the voting in the House of Representatives this 


morning, it is not improbable that a Speaker may | 
be elected to-day; and if a Speaker should be | 
elected, it would be very desirable to receive the | 
annual message of the President as soon as pos- | 
I merely throw out the suggestion that it | 
is not a that a Speaker may be elected | 


sible. 


by the other House to-day, and if so, we should 
meet to-morrow to receive the message. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I think it wottld be much 


better to adopt the motion submitted by the Sen- | 


next. | 





nator from New Jersey. 
proclaim that man 
will probabl 


The vacant seats here 


acted during the holidays. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several messages of an executive character 
having been received from the President of the 


United States, by Mr. Wensren, his Private Sec- | 


any ay are absent, and they | 
be absent for some days, as it was | 
not expected that any business would be trans- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





|| The resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Hon. James L. Orr, of South Car- 
olina, be invited to preside over this body until a Speaker 
is elecfed. 


1] 
| 





The following is the substitute proposed by 
Mr. Courax: 

Strike out all after the word “ Resolved,” and insert in 
|! lieu thereof the following : 
| That the three parties into which this House is divided, 
| 
| 





represented by the one hundred and five votes for Mr. 
| Banks, the seventy-five for Mr. Ricuarpson, and the forty 
for Mr. Fuu.er, shall each select a Spegger pro tempore, 
who shall preside over the deliberations of this House al- 
ternately, as they may mutually agree amongst themselves, 
until a Speaker is elected. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that there bea 
call of the House. It is very evident that there 
|| is nota quorum here. 
|| . Mr. WASHBURNE, of Hlinois. I desire to 
i| know if there is sucha thing as acall of the 
| House under the parliamentary law? 

The CLERK. There is such a proceeding 
recognized both by the parliamentary law and 
the Constitution. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Task for tellers upon 
| the motion of the gentleman from Mississipp1. 
| The Crer« appointed Messrs. Trarron, and 
| Aruen of Lilinois, to act as tellers. 
| ‘The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
| ayes 57, noes 14. 

So it was ordered that there be a call. 

The roll was then called, and one hundred and 
eighty-five members answered to their names. 

Mr. SAGE. I move to dispense with all 
further proceedings under the call. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The CLERK. The question before the House 
is on the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio, 
and the demand for the previous question thereon. 

Mr. CUMBACK. I move to lay the whole 
subject on the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
man to withdraw that motion. 

Mr. CUMBACK. I withdraw it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw for the present 
the demand for the previous question, for th 
purpose of stating, that my only object yesterday 
in offering the resolution was to provide for sucha 
temporary organization as would be calculated to 
preserve order during a night session. I under- 
stand this morning that one of the friends of the 
proposition of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Srepuens,] which prevailed yesterday, and which 
has now been demonstrated to amount to nothing 
practically, are disposed to rescind it, in order that 
we may go on in the usual way of electing a 
Speaker during proper hours. With that under- 
standing, and for the purpose of giving gentlemen 
an opportunity to rescind that resolution, I will 
withirner temporarily my resolution, there being 
no necessity for it unless we should have pro- 
tracted sessions. If it should become necessary, 
I shall renew it. 

Mr. ORR, (Mr. Campsett yielding the floor.) 
Inasmuch as the gentleman from Ohio has indi- 
cated his purpose to withdraw the resolution 
which he offered yesterday, I feel myself relieved 
from any delicacy in making remarks which, un- 
der other circumstances, I could not have made. 

{ have learned with some surprise that a rumor 
has been set on foot, prejudicial both to the hon- 
orable gentleman aad to myself, that the motion 
which he made was by preconcert. So far as I 
know, so far as I have heard, so far as_I believe, 
it is false; there is no foundation whatever in 


I ask the gentle- 
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| Carolina upon the subject of my resolutic 

> . 2 i, 
| But, sir, I care but little about the rumor, for the 
_ reason that there are a thousand other rumo 
| which I have heard, during our protracted eff», 
| to elect a Speaker, equally false and slanderons 
| but which I do not deem worthy of notice 1 
believe it is generally understood that the mo 
notorious of all liars is Madam Rumor. , 
- Now, Mr. Clerk, to the point. I understang 

| that it is the wish of some gentlemen to regeing 
} the resolution passed yesterday at the sugges. 
| tion of the honorable gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Sreruens,] and for that purpose I propos, 
| to withdraw the resolution now before the Hous, 
| 1 hope then we shall go to balloting for Speaker 
with as little debate as possible, and that wy. 
shall continue to vote as steadily as is practicab| 
without extending our sessions into the nigh; 
|| I now withdraw temporarily the resolution undo 
| consideration, with the understanding that some 
| one voting with the majority onthe adoption of 
|the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia 
yesterday will move to rescind that resolution, 

A Memser. Make the motion yourself, 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I voted for the resolution 
|| of the gentleman from Georgia yesterday, be. 
| cause my friends desired it, rather against the 
| convictions of my own judgment—a thing I dy 
| not promise to do infuture. To save time, I wil! 
| now myself make the motion to rescind the rego. 
| lution of the gentleman from Georgia, and upon 
that motion I demand the previous question. 

The CLERK. The resolution offered by the 
gentleman from Ohio will be withdrawn if no 
| objection be made. 

Yo objection being made, the resolution was 
accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. SNEED. I renew the resolution just 
| withdrawn by the gentleman from Ohio. 

Mr. CUMBACK. 1 move to lay that resolu. 
tion on the table. 

The CLERK. The Clerk inquires of the gen- 
| tleman from Ohio upon what motion he submit. 
| ted a motion for the previous question? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Upon the motion to r- 
| scind the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia, 
| The CLERK. Then the motion of the gen- 
| tleman from Tennessee to renew the resolution 
| of the gentleman from Ohio is not in order. The 
| question is upon seconding the demand for the 
| previous question. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I ask the gentleman from 
| Ohio to withdraw the demand for the previous 
| question for a moment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will, if the gentleman 
from Georgia desires to submit any remarks, with 
the understanding that he shall rerew it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to say that when! 
| submitted the resolution which I did yesterday, 
| | was anxious that we should elect a Speaker, 
| and I then supposed there was a majority of the 
| House desirous of the same result. I became 
satisfied yesterday evening that 1 was mistaken 
in that opinion. A number of gentlemen, fully 
half I believe, who voted with me for the resolu- 
tion which I offered, and who I had supposed 
would remain with me here through the night, if 
necessary, on the last vote, when there was no 
record of the yeas and nays, remained in their 
seats when the question was decided by tellers. 
| I believe the very gentleman [Mr. Sage] who ac- 
| cepted my proposition as a part of his own reso- 

lution, voted, upon the first motion for a virtual 
adjournment, on the yeas and nays for a recess. 




















relary— 

On maettahd of Mr. STUART, the Senate pro- | 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned to Monday. 


oe 


truth for the rumor which has received currency 
from perhaps interested motives. Noman upon 
the floor was more surprised than myself when 
the gentleman introduced the resolution. It was 
a compliment to me, coming from that gentleman, 
which U appreciated highly, and which I shall 
always continue to cherish, let the future be 


r. SAGE. I did, and should do the same 
thing to-day. I accepted the gentleman’s propo- 
sition on the solicitation of friends, very reluct- 
antly and against the convictions of my judg- 


ment, and shall vote to-day for rescinding it. 
Mr. STEPHENS. I believe a majority of the 
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Tuurspay, December 27, 1855. 
At ten o’clock, a. m., (the hour to which the 


House took a recess yesterday,) the Clerk called | 


the members to order. 
The CLERK. When the House took a re- 
cess yesterday, the pending question was on the 


resolution submitted by the gentleman from Ohio, | 
[Mr. Camppett,] with the amendment, in the | 


gentleman | 


shape of a substitute, offered by the 
from Indiana, [Mr. veo, 


tion having been demande 
from Ohio. 


the previous ques- 





what it may. I have associated with that honor- 
able gentleman for six years upon the floor of the 
House of Representatives, and the tribute coming 
from him to my impartiality and integrity 1 
shall always prize. I take this occasion publicly 
to thank him for the compliment he has paid me. 
I make this statement, because it is due to him 
and his friends as well as to me and my friends. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. Iam obliged to 
the honorable gentleman for his correction of the 
falsehood. I will however say, in reference to 


by the gentleman | that particular slander, that I never interchanged 
i| one single word with the gentleman from South 


members of the House, acting with that gentleman 
upon the last vote last evening, when the yeas 
and nays were not recorded, sat in their seats 
and permitted the recess to be taken. 

Now, sir, my own opinion was, that if those 
with whom I have acted in this House wanted 
to organize the House, we should take the matter 
into our own hands; we should hold the House; 
we should occupy the ground; we should sit 
here day and night, with our flag always afloat— 


that flag which floats from the old ‘‘seventy- 
four’? gun-ship, whose broadside was felt the 


first day of the session. If we had adopted this 
| course, I believe that our opponents, by this time, 





seme ienennetndth Soean enn ee CR RES AT 


















iy ia a “ aa —— ee ea = : = 7 - 
Fesolution vould have been com letely demoralized and Mr. ENGLISH. I would inquire whether the For Mr. Pennington— Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
OF, for the wr ranized. ‘The result yesterday confirms this || Speaker’s chair is included in the * seats”? men- || 5¢0t- : 
ner disorg? f : id : sn the gentle ie os For Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
rumo opinion. The ranks of the opposite side were || tioned in the gentleman’s resolution? For Mr. Puryear—Mr. Haven. ; 
Sine efforts ted before a six hours’ session had been Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the For Mr. Sandidge—Mr. Richardson. 
| Anderons, ‘ached. 1 say to those who act with me here, || Clerk whetlfer that resolution is in order? For Mr. Willians—Mr. Wheeler. 
eee, f that I have no personal feeling in the matter. Ido The CLERK. The Clerk thinks it is not in || me i Hp ag ny ol 
the y "wave personally whether they organize or not. || order. e re : 
net not care personaby rn || Previous to the announcement of the above 


Mr. ENGLISH. If the resolution is before | 
the House, I move that it be laid on the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am a friend of equal 
rights, but I doubt whether the resolution of the 
|| gentleman from Mississippi involves that prinei- | 


I can come here as many days as they can. If 
the intention is to go on as we have done; if we 
are to come here and sit four hours a day, and 
talk, vote, and go away, I can come here as 


vote, Mr. Pennineron stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Kennerr. 

The Clerk then again called the roll, and the 
following was the result of the seventieth vote: 


inderstang 
to rescind 
ie Suge, 


Sea 


| Georgia, 


jong as any gentleman can, if xn health lasts. ine Wo or Sonn tieth 

* Propose [do not think itis dealing fairly with the country. || ple. I have a pretty good seat now, and am afraid | 1ole number of votes cast, <11; necessary toa 
he House. \side from that, I care not what the House does. || that under this equal rights resolution I might be | choice, 106; of which— ; 
r Speaker “Mr.CAMPBELL. AsI said yesterday, when || transferred to the outer edge. | eek ° ie ee eeeeeeererenes wos 
that we this matter was under discussion, the will of a|| | Mr. MILLWARD. Mr. Clerl,Idonotthink || Henry MePul 
Acticable, majority of the House is its controlling rule, and || that the resolution is exactly understood in this || Alexander C. M. Pennington.......0ecee ees aie 3 
he night will be; I care not how many such resolutions || part of the Hall, and I ask that it may be again | ee L. Orr...» once chestuekuGhaaaiavens aneh : 
10N under the gentleman may propests or how many the || read. \ Set renee acben gues Ashes iy7E 
“lat Some House may adopt, the will of the majority will |} There was no objection, and the resolution was || Martin J. Crawford...... ......cccccceecscecceeee I 
Option of -overnus, as Was demonstrated yesterday. Now, || again read. || Richard C. Puryear... ....s.scceeseeeeeeeeers aot 

TeOrgig sir, 1 desire that the House shall continue in ||} Mr. ENGLISH. I move that the resolution || y freee ae lh penne Snssencceheeneee@ENean ; 
ution, session; and I promise to continue here as long || be laid on the table. Dh aries a2 8 DO Wee abot cL, er 
self. as the gentleman from Georgia, whether the res- |} Mr. Me MULLIN. So there was no choice. 


eSolution 
day, be - 
UNst the 
ing I dy 


olution is rescinded or not; but I say that nothing 
is to be gained by sitting here through days and 
through nights, without relaxation, with a view 
to starve members into a verdict. I hope, there- 














I would ask that the mo- | 
tion to lay on the table be withdrawn. 
The CLERK. Debate is out of order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. [rise for the purpose of | 


1] appealing to my friend from Indiana to withdraw | 











The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Measrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Binghem, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, James 
H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 








ne, I wil] fore, that the resolution will be rescinded, and || his motion to lay on the table, so thatthose of us |) rn ee mae ne Wa tae Re 
the reso. that the Clerk will then commence calling the || on the outside may have an opportunity of say- | Durfee, Edie Edwards, Emrie Flagler, Galloway, adding 
nd Upon roll for the election of a Speaker. I move the || ing a word on the resolution. My friend ought || Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 
ton, previous question. | to reflect fora moment, that we on the outside || Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 
| by the Mr. TODD. I call for the yeas and nays upon || would like to have some chance of securing a seat || 1'0M ‘ae pe lng ay Bry tee on ilk > Miller’ 
r . . a ae ; a. dane fat ; : ae sea | Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Mcacham, Killian ! Ty 
n if to the question of rescinding. 1 want to see Ww ho it as good as the one which he occ upies. : |} Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
| is that will vote for the adoption of a resolution Mr. ENGLISH. I respectfully decline to || Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
ON wag one day, and vote to rescind it the next. || withdraw the motion to lay on the table. | Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
The previous question was seconded, and the Mr. QUITMAN obtained the floor. | Eon, Cinmnein, Sylaner, Cunaite, - Spnenats anes 
wey > : r ‘TOoODY . . | Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tratton, Tyson, Wade, Wake 
On just main question ordered. ; The CLERK. The motion is made that the || man, Walbridge, Waldron. Cadwalader €. Washhemne, 
- The question then was upon the motion to || resolution be laid on the table, and debate is || Ellibu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Weich, 
resolu rescind. ~ therefore out of order. Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth, 
m™ : nh . -q || For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale 
The yeas and nays were ordered. Mr. SHORTER. I call for the yeas and nays ; ; ; 
: : : . ; ‘: . ’ | Bell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Brooks, 
he gen The question was taken; and decided in the || on the motion to lay onthe table. [Criesof ‘* No! Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
submit. aflirmative—yeas 112, nays 85; as follows: we will vote it down without them :””) Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell, Bingham, Boyce, Brooks, The yeas and nays were not ordered. one Poe nee es English, F —,. 
tm prs, Cadwoiader John P- Campbell Lewis b. Camp” || “The question was taken, and the resolution was || Florence, Thoms 2-0. Full, Goode, Greet wood, Av 
corgia, bell, Cartile, Caruthers, Caskie, Chafive, Howell Cobb, || Jaid on the table, [Cries of **Call the roll!’? ||} rt, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones 
: Comins, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Denver, De Witt, Dick- || ° 199 oo . ? tt, E ony wy ’ 
€ the son, Dodd, Dowdell, Dunn, Durfee, Edmundson, Etiiott, | ** Be quick ! ] ’ Bane eee i Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8, a. 
j nt Per tye ~ Nice eile 5 a : x _ | Maxwe Me! i eQuee 8 I ‘r, Mills 
~— English, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, eee: ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 1} ecaeea fw aang aan © Sa ee —— 
- he pati Foca, aay - i Sans Goode, J. Mor. The House proceeded to vote the sixty-ninth || Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samucl A. 
or the Greenwood, Augustus Hal!, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, J. Mor ; , ‘ . Seniah. Willinns Benth Heenhons, Graven. "Tartar, Vol 
/ rison Harris, Sampson W. Harris, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Har- || time for Speaker, with the following result: Warner W sthine., Wiétle Win ee wes = Be ¥ Wr ne 
; ; 7" Satelit 2 ons | Warner, Watkins, Wells, , and Jol : ghit. 
1 fos rison, Haven, Herbert, Thomas B. wae Vale — _ | Whole number of votes cast, 205; necessary to || “For Mr. Fuller—Mesrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, 
an Hortin, Houston, Huchmon, George W. Jones dwell | a choice, 103; of which— Canile, Com Calies iienry Winter Devas Eanenoge 
; Humphrey Marshall Matteson, Maxwell, McCarty, Mec. Nathaniel P. Banks received. ....ceseseeeeseseees 100 || Eustis, Poster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, 
Mullin, McQueen, Meacham, Smith Miller, Millson, Mill- William A. Richardson..........+0++ Vidusbdsceceee Ul Alexander Kk. Marshall, Humphrey | Marshall, apenets 
eman ward, Moore, Murray, Nichols, Orr, Paine, Porter, Pringle, Henry M. Fuller..... teseseeceeeces eckaiaehanss ube 30 Paine, I one, Pury¢ ar, Reade, eet Rivers, V — 
1) With Reade, Ready, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Robison, Ruffin, Alexander C. M. Penmington........seeeeeeeeee cers 3 || R. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk 
Rust, Sage, Sandidge, Savage, Shorter, Siznmons, Samuel | James by. vr, «020606 Eb oWes E6R0d eC Ube Be vese sesved l | W alke r, W hitney, and Zollicoffer. 
Sia’ A. Smith, William Smith, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stan- Benjamin F. Leiter.......scccecececesees fone ee l ‘ For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
_ . ton, Stewart, Stranahan, Swope, Taylor, Thurston, Un- Nathaniel G. Poster. .....eeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 1 | wae pe Geblanee ei 
rday, derwood, Vail, Valk, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Wat- || Richard C. Puryear...... ste teeeeeeeee renee seoseee Lf] For My. Pty Ir. fe 
aker, son, Wheeler, Whitney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and || John M. Sandidge......+.sse+sseeeeeeseeeseeesees | ae M,. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 
f the Zollicofter—1i2. John Williams...... 2000006 decttccdbackcesiuns savted 5s om a itiame— oa 7 . eler. 
came . ee ae —_, Sem ego ney ee ‘| So there was no choice. | For M,. Poe a a a 
Pe arclay arksdale enry Bennett enry 8S. Bennett, | : . . *7 } a. et oo . L 
lee; > > heoen ? . ? SW o Vor Mr. Foster— . ; e er, 
laken Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, The following is the vote = detail: t ~ = a - is hoe a 
fully Buflington, Burlingame, James H. Campbell, Ezra Clark, For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Bar- | OF SET. SIGVORE TEE VAS Wee 
solu- Clawson, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, || bour, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, || Previous to the announcement of the above 
osed Craige, Crawford, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, || Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, | vote, the following proceedings took place. 
752 Dean, Dick, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Thomas J. D. Fuller, || James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra || ; es =i 
it, if Galloway, Giddings, Grow, Holloway, Howard, J. Glaney || Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Dam- || PAIRING OFF. ; 
is no Jones, Kelly, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiion, Knox, Lei- || rell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De W itt, Dick, Dickson, | Mr. McMULLIN. Mr. Clerk, I desire to get 
their ter, Mace, Marshall, Killian Miller, Morrill, Mott, Norton, || Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, || ome information. There are 4ome two or three 
ae Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peck, || Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, | anttie Se Ries > dentio 
EN Felton, Pemry, Pettit, Purviance, Quitman, — Sapp, eS — R. — meee aryl | a edna ahaa . th na i gery T serocegt es 
ac- cott, Seward, Spinner, Stephens, Tappan rorington ard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, | e er side o 1e Fiouse paire ) f ie 
*eS0- Todd, Trafton, Trippe Wade Waldron, Warner, Cadwal. || Leiter, Mace, Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian Mil- | gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Taiporr?] He 
tual ae ¥ be ogg Elihu B. Weeear’ Israel Wash- = a Deron, ne aes os ey | ts absent. 
urn, Weleh, Wells, Wood, and Woodruff—85. drew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, || Ga 
_ So the res I ti rai inded Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, |} Mr. MILLWARD. Mr. Clerk, as an A merlin 
ame ; oration was rescinded. Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, ‘Tappan, Thoring- i ean, and to preserve the honor and dignity of an 
)po- ae the call of the roll— heey anaes Gr" Sa oan ey = American Congress, | wish to make an exposure 
i. r. ’ . : , bridge, Waldron, walader C. Washburne, ibu B. j \ + de eee ae S 
uct wail Ne: pha Shan his re 2 as oat || Washdurne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, of an attempted disgrac eful arrangy net ae the 
idg- at, fearing difficulty in the election of a || woodrui,and Woodworth. | purpose of securing a Speaker of this House. 
temporary Speaker, he should vote for rescinding For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, || A few moments ago, a gentleman called on me 
the the resolution. ne, Bony Zeneatne aveens a pee een || and offered, if I would vote for Mr. Bawxs as 
= er, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, William- | ary Re Real i oe 
os CHOOSING SEATS. | son R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, Denver, pc ox Ae os d Ge nope on t es no 
es M : _ || Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, |; made the Chairman of the Committee on Mngray~ 
a sina QUITMAN. I offer the following reso | Thomas J. . Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus Hall, || ing and Lithographing; and I take this method 
. . Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, George W. Jones, J. || to rebuke the insult, as it certainly was upon my 
Dse Ressived, That the members of this House will proceed, || Gjancy Jones, Kelly, Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel S. Mar- honor and int suse ? (G obtnen y rion i Si inad 
7 at twelve o’clock, mi., this day, to draw for seats, under the || shall, Maxwell, McMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Mill- OF ang integrity. r ensation, and lo 
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; ? aa ’ 2 7 ’ ’ ’ ’ eres ave vf 2° 12 
ter I have but a word to say in reference to this || Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. || man?’’] His name is Joun J. Pearce, of Penn- 
$C; resolution. I expect for it the support of the Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart a sylvania; and I wish the gentleman to distinctly 
- De 7 Warner, Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. derstand that the 4 Aum ¥ Mave the 
sit mocratic party of the House, not use I am For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- || Understand that the district whic wave the 
— authorized to speak for them, but because they || lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eus- || honor to represent, cannot be bought or sold like 
y- are a party of equal rights. I trust, also, that | || tis, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Lake, Lindley, Alexander || sheep in the shambles. 
he shall have the support of the outsiders of the | Puapean Reade, Reeder ee eee — || Mr. BANKS. No such arrangement as the 
° 2 7 - : J 9 \) : 2 . 
is — parties, and, if so, we shall carry the resolu- Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit. || onl to was made with my conaent 
ey on. il ney, and Zollicoffer, || or knowledge. 
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Mr. PEARCE obtained the floor. 
Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. MeMvuim] asks for information in | 
reference to the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | 
Tatnorr.] I will state the case, because | want 
to know whether there is any member here who | 
has paired off with him. I wantto know whether | 
good faith has been observed, The gentleman | 
from Kentucky (Mr. Tatnorr] was called home 
by what he deemed absolutely required his pres- | 
‘ nce the re, but previous to starting he re quested | 


| 


that I would pair him off with the gentleman | 





from Massachusetts. [Cries of ‘*Order!’’ ** Sit | 
down!’ * Wait for the exposnre !’?] : 
The CLERK. The gentleman will bear in | 


mind that his colleague is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. PEARCE took the floor. 

Cries of “Sit down!’’ “ Order !”’ 

Mr. PEARCE. 
a moment, they will hear all that I have to say. 
Mr. Clerk, lam not, and never have been, au- 


thorized by Mr. Banks to make any such pledges | 
as have been mentioned, either to my colleague | 


{Mr. Mittwarp] or anybody else. I saw my 
colleague a few moments ago, and I did ask him 
whether he would like to be the chairman of the 
Committee on Engraving and Lithographing. 
{Laughter.] But I did not say that | was author- 


ized by Mr. Banks to say that, if Mr. Banks | 


should be elected, he would be appointed the 
chairman of that committee. 

Mr. MILLWARD. Ul will ask my colleague 
some questions. Did you not come to my seat 
a moment ago and take me back of the screen? 
Did you not ask me whether I had any inelina- 
tion to change my vote? Did you not ask me to 
vote for Mr. Banks? I seed you the reason 
why I should change my vote? 
** Because you will make a good thing of it.’’ 
[Laughter.} ‘*In what way, sir?’? “* Why, you 
will be made the chairman of the Lithographing 
and Engraving Committee.’’ Said I, ‘* There is 
no such committee.’? Immediately I came to my 


seat, and borrowed the Manual from Mr.Wrieur, || 


{laughter,| and, upon reference to it, | found no 
such committee reported; whereupon | asked the | 
question of Mr. Wumpurey Marsnaur, who | 
was passing by at the time, who informed me in 


the ‘affirmative; this being the case I was con- | 


vinced of the sincerity of the proposition. I then 


went out and heard what Mr. Pearce had to | 


say further. I said, ‘* How do you know I can 
be made chairman of that committee?”’ He re- 
jlied, that he had had a conversation with Mr. 
ee and that he had assured him that any 
promise he made to me would be carried out. 

Mr. PEARCE. The gentleman did not un- | 
derstand me. 
to the House. 

Mr. PEARCE. No, sir; the gentleman mis- | 
understood me. I did not state so. [Cries of 
**Order!’’ ** Hear him!’’] [I claim the right to 
be heard in reply to what my colleague has said. | 
I deny what he has said. [ positively deny his | 
assertions. He has misunderstood me. 

Mr. MILLWARD. No, I have not, sir. 
There is no misunderstanding. 
was too plain. 


Mr. PEARCE, 


You have misunderstood me. 


From your own declaration it seems that you || 


have examined the Manual and ascertained that | 
there was no such committee. [Laughter.] 
Mr. MILLWARD. The gentleman mistakes; 


I said no such thing. I ascertained, on the con- | 


trary, that there was such a committee. I _— | 


to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Hum- | 
rurney M ARSHALL] to state the conversation I 
had with him on the subject. 


Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Mr. Clerk, | 
as I was passing, the honerable gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania asked me whether there was any | 
such committee as the Committee on Engraving 
and panera t {Laughter.] 1 told him that 
there was,and Tasked him why? He then made 
to me a statement similar to the one he has made | 
here. I told him that he ought to expose the | 
matter. 

Mr. BOYCE. I would like to ask one question. || 
I understand that the chairmanship of that com- || 
mittee is a profitable one. Is that so? 
_ Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pernsylvania. 
inquire of my colleague [Mr. 





| i 
I would | 
earce} whether 


i 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLO 


| that conversation with Mr. Miu.itwarp was 


If gentlemen will be still for | 


You stated, | 


The language || 


not the question. 
with Mr. Banks? 


au- 
Was it not of your 


. 


thorized by Mr. Banks? 
own santa 

Mr. PEARCE. Certainly it was. It was 
_more playful on my part than in earnest, but it 
| has been made a serious matter of. I was not 
| authorized by Mr. Banxs to make any offer to 
| my colleague. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. How did the gentleman 
know it was a good committee and would bea 
good place? There is such a committee, though 
I do not know anything about it. 
** Order! ‘* Order!’’| 

Mr. MILLWARD. I desire to know if my 
colleague had any conversation with Mr. Banks 
in relation to this matter? [Cries of *‘ Order!’’ 
and great confusion in the Hall, many members 
standing in the area in front of the Clerk’s 
desk. : 


Mr. FLORENCE, 


I say it is disgraceful to 


our State, sir, and to the gentleman who made | 
the proffer. [Loud shouts of ‘* Order!’’ and much | 


lauchter. 


Mr. MILLWARD. I again ask my colleague | 
[Mr. Pearce] whether he had not a conversa- | 


tion with Mr. Banks on this subject? 


Mr. FLORENCE. 


once. ughter, and shouts of * Order!’’] 
Mr. MILLWARD. Will you answer my | 


question, Mr. Pearce? [Cries of ** Order!” ** An- 
swer!”’ and great excitement in all parts of the 
Hall.}] I ask Mr. Pearce whether he had or 
| had not the conversation with Mr. Banks that 
| he told me he had, relative to this matter? 
| Mr. PEARCE. I would: like you to 
|| what the conversation was. We disagree as to 
|| what it was. 
|| Mr. MILLWARD. You told me that Mr. 
|| Banks had assured you that if I would vote for 
|| him he would give me the position you promised 
'| me. 
|| Mr. PEARCE. No, sir. I did not. 

Mr. MILLWARD. Well, I say you did, sir. 
[Shouts of ‘* Order !’”] 

Mr. PEARCE. 1 did not. 

Mr. MILLWARD. Had you any conversa- 
| tion with Mr. Banxs at all upon the subject? 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 think we have had about 
enough of this. 
Mr. 

desire to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
| [Mr. Mittwarp,] whether or not this is the only 
proposition which he has heard of as having been 
|| 20 Hy if not to himself, at least to other members 
|| upon this floor, to induce them to vote for Mr. 
I would ask whether he “is not aware 


1 


Banks? 


| of the fact that assurances have been given to | 
Mr. MILLWARD. You said as I have stated || Some members of the Pennsylvania delegation | 


interested in manufactures, that in case they 
would give their support to a certain gentleman 


in this House, whose opinions in reference to free | 
|| trade have been expressed and are fully known, 


| they might rest assured that the manufacturing 
interests of Pennsylvania, coal, iron,&c.,would be 

| perfectly secure in his hands, notwithstanding his 

well-known opinions in relation to free trade? 

| Mr. MILLWARD. I have, sir. 

| Mr. MARSHALL. Are there not other gen- 


|| tlemen who have heard the same thing? 


Mr. MILLWARD. Iam not the only mem- 


ber who has heard it. 
| Mr. PAINE obtained the floor. 
| Mr. MILLWARD. I hope the gentleman 
| from North Carolina will allow me the floor in 
order to obtain an answer to my question. 

Mr. PAINE. I will give way for a moment. 

Mr. MILLWARD. I insist upon an answer 
,to the question whether my colleague [Mr. 
| Pearce] had any conversation with Mr. Banks 


‘| in reference to this matter? 


Mr. PEARCE. I have stated distinctly to 
been authorized by Mr. 
else 

Mr. MILLWARD, (interrupting.) That is 


ANKS, or by anybody 





Had you any conversation 


| 
| this House, and I now repeat, that I have never 
| 
i 


Mr. PEARCE. Iasked Mr. Banxs if nothin 
could be done for you, particularly, and he tol 
me he made no pledges. (Laughter, and cries of 
“*Good !’? *€ Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. MILLWARD. But 


ou told me, sir, 
that Mr. Banxs said I should be 


made chairman 


BE. 


—— 


[Cries of | 


There ought to be a com- || 
mittee appointed to investigate this matter at | 


state || 


ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I} 


|, House touching its honor and my honor. 
| : 
| derstand this matter better than anybody ¢ 











__ December 2, 


of the Engraving and Lithographing Co a 
| [Loud eries of ‘* Order!’’] ie. 
__Mr. BANKS. I desire to say a word to the 


I un- 


; Ise, 
| No man has had an assurance from me of an 


_ kind whatever in regard to the formation of th» 
committees, neither gentlemen from Pennsylya- 


|, nia, nor gentlemen from any other State jp the 


| Union. I stand, sir, if I am elected to the Office 
for which gentlemen have voted for me to-day 
and on days past, perfectly free to do that which 
\is right and proper for myself, for the House 
/and the country, and of that I am alone the 
judge; and for what I do, I will be responsibj. 
to the House and the country. [Applause oy 
the floor and in the galleries. } 

Mr. EDIE obtained the floor. 

Mr. GALLOWAY. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Mittwarp] has no right to 
|make vague and general charges against thp 
| members of this House. If such pledges ag hp 
speaks of have been sought, 1 demand that the 
men shall be pointed out. It is his duty to do it, 

Mr. EDIE. I desire to ask my friend from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Mittwarp,] whether or noi, 
in what he has said about assurances having heey 
made to members of the Pennsylvania delegation, 
he had any reference to me? 

Mr. MILLWARD. No, sir; not at all, 

Mr. EDIE. 1am satisfied. 

Several Memspers. To whom, then, did yoy 
refer? [Shouts of ** Order !’’ and great confusion, 

Mr. MILLWARD. I did not name any gep- 
tleman. 1 had reference to a conversation be- 
tween Mr. Covope, Mr. Campsent of Kentucky, 
and other gentlemen. [Cries of ** Order !”’ and 
great confusion. 

Mr. TODD. Then the gentleman has given 
this information to the House, and has implicated 
the honor of the Pennsylvania delegation upon 
common and idle rumor. I hope my colleague 
will hereafter be more ovbetel and not suffer 
| himself to be used by others for the purpose of 
| casting imputations upon his colleagues. We 
| stand here, sir, as independent Representatives 
of Pennsylvania, guided by our convictions of 
| right and truth, and we ask no pledges, nor will 
we give any. We desire to do our duty, and in 
doing that duty we shall discharge it as intelli- 
| gently as wé can, trusting to the honor of the 
gentlemen with whom we act, with no false 
yretenses and no false ideas on our part. | 
Less my colleague will hereafter be careful how 





he indulges in matters of this description, lest, in 
| trying to drag down a man who is a candidate 
| for an honorable position in this House, he may 
|| accomplish his own destruction and that of those 
|| who stand alongside of him. 

Mr. MILLWARD. In reply to what my 
colleague says about being guarded, I wish to 
say to him, and to every other gentleman upon 
| this floor, that I am not to be frightened by being 
told to be guarded, as I hold myself personally 
responsible to any member of this House for 
what I may say. I cast no imputation upon 
any of my colleagues or any other gentleman, 
except upon the one who has been guilty of this 
offense; and that is Joun J. Pearce. Let the 
guilt rest where it belongs—upon the guilty. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Zs the 
| State of Pennsylvania has been referred to, and 

her honor somewhat touched in this discussion, 





I desire to say, on behalf of the honorable gen- 
| tleman from Massachusetts, for whom we have 
been voting for some days, that I have panes 
met him socially since I have been a member of 
this House, and have had many conversations 
| with him; and while I admire his high and chiv- 
alric sense of right and honor, I want to say that 
I have never heard him, at any time or under 
any circumstances, make any remark or intima- 
tion which could be construed into a pledge. 
have said to myvolleague, [Mr. Maniwarp,] and 
to other members, that the interests of Pennsy!- 
vania were safe in the hands of any just and 
honorable member of this House, and that no 
man having a high sense of right could so cot- 
struct the committees as to strike down the 1- 
terests of Pennsylvania. I have placed, and 
am willing to place, the interests of the Keystone 
State in the hands of the honorable member from 
Massachusetts, because I know him to be a ge? 
tleman possessed of a high sense of right. 
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| want to say further for my colleague, Joun || Carolina (Mr. Parye] states is true. I have re- 


Covone, that he is not here to speak for himself, | 
and I regret that this subject has been referred 
to in his absence. A good man, and a true man, | 
| know him to be, an I hope my colleague will | 
not refer to him until he shall be upon the floor 
of this House, and havean opportunity to defend 


himself. | 
| 
| 





| wish to say, sir, that I have not sought col- 
jision or difficulty with any of my colleagues, 
and I trust and hope the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania will be guided always by that sense of 
justice which will prevent him from making any 
observations in reference to an absent member 
of this House. 

Mr. MILLWARD. L[understood my colleague | 
[Mr. CAMPBELL] to say a moment ago that Mr. | 
Covope had arrived. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Oh, no, sir. | 

Mr. MILLWARD. And I supposed that gen- 
tleman was in the House at the time I used his | 
name, or I certainly should not have given it. | 
Avexanper K. Marsnatthad asked the informa- | 
tion, and I gave it to him. I said I heard Mr. | 
Covope make the remark; and it was made in 
the public room of the National Hotel. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I mentioned that Messrs. | 
Kuyxex and Tyson had arrived; and I did not | 
refer to Mr. Coyope. My colleague misunder- 
stood me. 

Mr. MILLWARD. A mere misunderstand- | 
ing, then, sir. 

Mr. PAINE. I desire to say a word or two | 
tothis House. I do not desire to enter into any 
controversy in reference to the delegation from | 
Pennsylvania. The honor of the gentleman to || 
whom these promises were made was at stake, 
and the House ought to be obliged to him. A 
question was put to him by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Argxanper K. Mansuatt,] 
whether he had ever heard of any other offers 
having been made to the Pennsylvania delegation 
upon the subject of the formation of the commit- 
tees of this House; and he replied by alluding to 
a gentleman who is not present. I can refer to 
agentleman who is present; and that is the hon- 
orable gentleman sitting there, (pointing to Mr. 
Pearce.) 1 heard him say that he had assur- 
ances that Mr. Banks, if elected, would so con- 
stitute the committees of this House as to take 
care of the interests of Pennsylvania; and I can 
prove that fact ny gentlemen who, I dare say, 
are now in this House. The honorable gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Gippines] has stated that 
he would vote for no man who would not pledge 
himself to carry out the resolution which had 
been passed. Mr. Banxs subsequently got up 
and denied that he had made any pledge what- 
ever. I do not implicate Mr. Banks in this mat- 
ter. I got up for the purpose of saying that I 
heard the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Prarce] state what | have already uttered—that || 
he had assurances that Mr. Banxs would see that || 
the interests of Pennsylvania would be properly || 


taken care of in this matter. || 

Mr. PEARCE. I hope they will, and I ask | 
the indulgence of the House | 

Mr. PAINE. Did you not say what I have || 

stated you said ? 
_ Mr. PEARCE. I did, sir; and I wish to say 1 
in what connection, and for that purpose I desire || 
the privilege of making an explanation. I did | 
make those remarks to Mr. Parne, and probably | 
I said to other persons that I had assurances that | 
Pennsylvania interests would be protected. No | 
such assurances, however, came from Mr. Banks; 
and they had no connection with him. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania a question. Whom 
did he get his assurances from? 

Mr. PEARCE. I was just going on to tell, 
and T will so explain the matter as to relieve my- 
self from this apparent difficulty, When I com- 
menced voting for Mr. Banks, and ceased to vote | 
for Mr. Fotter—a gentleman whom I esteem as 
highly as I do any gentleman upon this floor— 

was assured that Mr. Banks was a free-trade 
man; and my colleagues assured me that he was 
& man of sterling integrity and a high sense of | 

onor, and woul organize the committees of this 








House in such a manner as not to sacrifice the | 
interests of Pennsylvania. Such were my im- | 
ressions, and [ received them from m = | 
What the gentleman from 





‘Llrne 
cagues, 


orth | 





_of Kentucky. 


ceived assurances from my colleagues and others, 
that if we vote for Mr. Banks, we would not run 
the hazard of having the interests of Pennsylva- 
nia sacrificed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Kentucky. According 
to the statement of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania, [Mr. Campsext,| Mr. Covope is absent 
from the House; and as there seems to be raised 


a question of veracity-in this matter, I shall de- || 


| 


} 
| 


| 


cline repeating any conversation until that gen- | 


tleman is present. [‘‘ Right! right od And, in 
addition to that, I wish to say to the House that 
the subject of conversation was the construction 


of the Committee on Commerce to suit the in- | 


terests of Pennsylvania, and that conversation 
was in the presence of my colleague [Mr. Auex- 


ANDER K. Marsuatt] and of the gentleman from | 


Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ENGLISH. This seems to be a pretty 
family fight, as it stands; but as it is confined to 
the harmonious American party, 1 am not dis- 
posed to interfere with it. All I desire is to 
record my vote for Speaker for one who is above 
all suspicion; therefore, I vote for Mr. Ricuarp- 
SON. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
menced between my colleagues, | was about to 
ask a question in relation to [Cries of **Oh, 
no! no!’’) It is in the nature of a personal 
explanation. 





When the difficulty com- 


Mr.STANTON. There is no question before | 


|| the House, and I call the gentleman to order. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I am going to say what I 
desire, and I claim the right to do so as a priv- 


| ilege which belongs to me as a member of this 
| House. 


I refer to a transaction between a cen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. Tatsorr] and my- 
self as to the right of a gentleman upon this floor 
to vote. 

Mr. Clerk, Mr. Tatnort, of Kentucky, was 
called home by a domestic affliction, and desired 
me to make an arrangement with some gentle- 
man who desired to be absent a week from this 
House, with whom he might pair off. A gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. Cuarree] had, 
during that same day, conversed with me on the 
subject, and I informed him subsequently that I 
had made this arrangement with Mr. Tausorr, 
That gentleman, however, [Mr. 
Cuarree,] had the same evening received letters 
informing him that he would not be required at 
home, and might remain in Washington. He 


sent that note to Mr. Keusry, of New York, who |; 


was desirous of pairing off with some gentle- 
man. 
sey has paired off with Mr. Tarsorr or not. I 
understood yesterday that he had paired off with 
Mr. Tatvotr. If I 
sion, I could have yesterday paired off Mr. ‘Tat- 
BoTT’s vote, having had two or three opportuni- 
ties of doing so. Now Ido not wantany cheat- 
ing round the board. [Laughter. ] 


ized, because he went away impressed with the 
idea that an arrangement for pairing off had been 
or would be effected. I only ask now, whether 
Mr. Keusey has paired off with him, or with 
some other gentleman:: 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. . How does 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. Fior- 
eee the House to answer that question ? 
Mr. Ke sey is not here, and did not vote to-day. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I understand that Mr. 
Ke ser is not here. But I desire to know from 
his colleagues whether they understand that he 
has paired off with Mr. Tatsorr, or With some 
other member voting as Mr, Tarsorr would have 
done. If he has not paired off with Mr. Tat- 
Bott, but with some other gentleman, then 1 will 


| : : 
‘| consider myself free to make arrangements for 


pairing off Mr. 'Tarsortt’s vote. Itis due tome, 
to the House, to the country, and to the interests 
which I feel here as a Representative of the 
people, that Mr. Tarsorr’s vote should be paired 


off. 
Mr. STANTON and others. Order! Order! 
Mr. FLORENCE. The gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Sranton] need not call me to order; I will 
observe order without his interference. Iam as 
ee a judge of order as he is; and I will be 


eard here in behalf of the one hundred thousand | 
generous people who sent me, and in behalf of 


[ONAL GLOBE. 


I desire to know now, whether Mr. Ket- 


had not had that impres- | 


I desire that | 
| the absence of Mr. Tarzotr’s vote be neutral- 


| 
| 
| 
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| Mr. BRENTON. I could have given a satis- 


| factory reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


|| [Mr. Frorence] long since, if he had not been 


isposed to say so much. I beg to inform him 
that in a conversation which I had with Mr. 
Kersey, he desired me to say that he paired off, 
| and to take notice whether the centleman with 
| whom he paired off had voted. That gentleman 
was Mr. Fiitere, of Kentucky. 

Mr. FLORENCE. All right, sir. 
much obliged to you. [Laughter.] 

The Clerk resumed the calling of the roll. 
Pending the same 

Mr. ELLIOTT said: I desire, sir, to make a 
further inquiry in respect to the pairing off of 
my colleague, |Mr. Tarsort,] who is on a visit 
home to Kentucky to see his sick wife. 1] under- 
stood from the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. 

| Bintinenurst] that Mr. Kesey had paired off 
with my colleague, [Mr. SURNETT,] Who is now 
in Virginia, and not with Mr. Ta.sort, who is 

| in Kentucky. I desire to know if thatis so? [To 
Mr. Binuineuvnst.} I desire to know whether 
or not your understanding is, that Mr. Kesey 
has paired off with Mr. Burnerr? 

Mr. BILLINGHURST. Mr. Keuseytold me 
that he had paired off with Mr. Burnerr, of Ken- 
tucky. I beg, however, that the House will not 

rejudge My. Kevsey’s case, for rest assured that 
Mr. Kersey would do nothing dishonorable. I 
can say here, and I presume—— 

Mr. BRENTON, (interrupting.) I have only 
to remark that I had a long conversation with 
Mr. Keusey the morning before he left, when 
the fact of his pairing off was spoken of, and 
was the subject of discussion between us. My 
impression is, that he spoke of the person with 
whom he paired off as being a member from Ken- 
tucky, and I think that he alluded to Mr. Tat- 
Bott. I only speak of that as being my impres- 
sion. Atall events, he paired off with somebody, 
and is not here voting by himself or represent- 
ative. 

Mr. CHAFFEE, It is true, Mr. Clerk, that 
during the day, on Monday, I did have some 
conversation with Mr. FLorence in reference to 

| pairing off. Itis also true that I did have con 
versation with other gentlemen in reference te 
pairing off. 1 felt a necessity upon me, which 
was crushing me, to leave W ashington and go 
| home. But I found no gentleman willing to pair 
off with me. In the evening, however, when the 
mail arrived from the North, I found letters re- 
lieving me from the necessity of going home. 
There was no longer any pressing necessity for 
my leaving Washington. At the same time, or 
a short time afterwards, I received a note from 
Mr. FLorence, stating that he had paired me 
off with Mr. Tarsorr, of Kentucky; but say- 
ing at the same time that ifI had made other 
arrangements, he wished me to hand over the 
note to some of my colleagues who might desire 
to pair off. None of my colleagues, however, 
wished to pair off; but I knew that Mr. Kevsey, 
| of New York, did wish to pair off, and I thought 
it might be a kindness and favor on my part 
to him to send him Mr. Fiorence’s note. I 
| found a boy and sent him with the note to Mr, 
| Kevsey; but whether that gentleman ever received 
| it or not, is a matter of which I have no know!l- 
edge. As for myself, however, there being no 
necessity for me to go home, I did not feel bound 
by the arrangement made by my friend Mr. 
FLORENCE; but in order to carry out the arrange- 
ment to the best of my ability, I sent the note, 
| as I have said, to Mr. Keusey. 
| Mr. FLORENCE. I would state in this eon- 
nection, Mr. Clerk, that I was impressed rae 
| day with the idea, that as Mr. Kexsey did not 
vote, he had paired off with Mr. Ta.norr. 
Finding our vote thinning down, however, and 
not understanding the reason of that phenome- 
non, [{laughter,] having been impressed all day 
esterday with the idea that Mr. Tatnort’s vote 
had been paired off, 1 desired this morning to 
ascertain the fact. 1 had half a dozen opportu- 
nities yesterday to effect an arrangement about 
| this vote, but did not of course avail myself of 


} 
| 
| 
} 


lam very 





|| any of them. 


| Mr. COX. Will the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
| vania allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 
Mr. FLORENCE. Certainly. 

Mr. COX. I desire to say that I am in pos- 


my own rights. Gentlemen cannot cry me down. || session of a fact which I wish to state, in justice 
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to an absent man. Mr. Ta.sotr rooms in the | 


game house with me. A few moments before he 
left for Kentucky, he stated to me that he had 
not paired off—that he had endeavored to do so, 
but could not; but that the message which he had 
received from his family imperatively demanded 
at his hands that he should return. He said that 
under the circumstances he regretted that he had 
to go, but that he must do so. I feel it proper for 
me to make this statement here, so that no injus- 
tice may be done to anybody. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I saw Mr. Tarsort after 
that, sir. I saw him when he left. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
posing you did, what about that? 

Mr. FLORENCE. And I made that arrange- 
ment for him. 

Several Mempers. With whom? 

Mr. GROW. If my colleague [Mr. Fror- 


ENcE] failed to pair off the vote of a gentleman 


Well, sup- 





for whom he contracted to do so, that is his own 


fault. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Let me tell my colleague 
[Mr. Grow] that he is not to take my conduct 
into his keeping. 

Mr. GROW. 
tempting to do so. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I am the best judge of 
what I ought myself to do, and | want no men- 
tor. If I did, I would not care to have the gen- 


Of course not; I am not at- 


tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Grow] for one; 
though I am much disposed to accord a little de- | 


pendence on my friend here. [Laughter.] 

Mr. GROW. I am not looking out for the 
honor of Pennsylvania. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FLORENCE. 


THE CONGRESS 


| desires to speak. 


IONAL GLOBE. 








took his seat, and it is therefore properly before 
the House. 
Mr. MARSHALL. I will withdraw the mo- 


tion to adjourn, if the gentleman from Indiana | 








Mr. COLFAX. I think the time of the House 
could be more profitably spent than in the ques- | 
tioning and cross-questioning that has gone on | 
this morning. The gentleman from Kentucky, | 
and other géntlemen upon this floor, have this 
morning indulged in some dark and vague insin- 
uations as to the character of the gentleman for 
whom I have been voting for Speaker upon this 
floor; but that gentleman on this, as on all other 
occasions, has triumphantly vindicated himself | 
from the insinuations; like true gold, the more | 
he is rubbed, the brighter he shines. And, sir, 
all attacks made upon his character, panoplied as | 
he has shown himself to be in an armor of recti- 
tude, will fall harmless upon his unstained es- 
eutcheon. Sir, this House is not the place for 
the investigation of idle rumors of the bar-room. 
Sir, I might put questions to certain gentlemen 
upon this floor. All kinds of rumors have been 
current in this city. I, too, have heard idle rumors, 


' but I have not considered this the place for their 


where; and I tell you, Mr. Clerk, that I am | 


usually watchful and energetic. [Laughter.] 
Probably I was at fault yesterday; but that will 
not occur again, that’s all. 

The Clerk continued the calling of the roll, and 
announced the result of the vote as above. 

EXPLANATIONS. 

Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I 
ask the indulgence of the House for one moment. 
1 am opposed to any further balloting for Speaker 
forthe rest oftheday. [Loud cries of ** Oh, no!’’] 
There have been intimations made here which, 
in my judgment, reflect on the honor of one gen- 
tleman who has been voted for as Speaker of this 
House. [Cries of ** No, no! not at all.’’] 


There have been charges made on this floor, | 


which, if proved, would, Lam perfectly satisfied, | 


unfit him for that position—charges which would 


. . . . | 
forbid any man of honor, according to my con- | 


ception of the term, to continue their support of 
him. These revelations are suspended for a 
time, in consequence of the absence of some of 
the members of the House, who have it in their 
power to implicate in these revelations certain 
other members. And, sir, there are other things 


that might be told; there are other revelations that | 


might be made, which, if they are made, and if | 


they are proved, as I have had intimations that 
they will be—— 

A Memner. Give it. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I give it when I please, 
and not till then. I know when to speak, and I 
shall not give it at the dictation of any member 
on this floor, 1 state emphatically, that if these 
revelations of which I have had some intimation 


Give it now. 


are made, and are proved, there is not one honor- | 


able man in this oe Iam grossly mis- | 


taken—who would dare 


man for whom the votes of gentlemen in this | 


House have been recorded, and then go before 


to record his vote for a | 


| 


his constituents with that record and these proofs | 


before them. I therefore move that the ballotings 
of the House be dispensed with for the day, and 
that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to say but a few 
words before that question is put. 

The CLERK. 
motion to adjourn is not debatable. 

Mr. GROW. But | should like to know how 
the motion to adjourn is before the House. 
understood the gentleman from Indiana to have 
the floor, and he certainly has not yielded it for 
the purpose of allowing the motion to be made. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. Magsnars]} mete 


“he Clerk must state that the | 


| 
| 
i 
i 
| 


The truth of the matter | 
is this, that there has been a little mistake some- | 


| true. 


_made against Mr. Banks, it was not worthy of 


| expressed the opinion that Mr. Wuirrie_p was 


| state that there was an idle rumor floating about 


| that the gentleman ffom Massachusetts is not the 


{ 


| untrue; agd I only adduced it to prove how use- 


vm 


| I did not believe, in reference to the distinguished 


investigation, nor did I consider them worthy of 


noticed them. 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I}|| 


have merely to say, as to any impressions he 


may have received of me, that he is welcome to | 
ask me any questions he may choose, either as | 


to bar-room rumors or any other rumors. 


Mr: COLFAX. 


relation to him. 

Mr. MILLWARD. I desire to say, in refer- 
ence to the expression, ‘* bar-room,’’ which the 
gentleman makes use of, that the room to which 


I made allusion was a public room in the National 


| Hotel. 


Mr. COLFAX. Let me make my meaning 
I have no questions to ask. I stated that 
had heard rumors. I did hear a rumor, which 


Representative from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fut- 


LER,] for whom a portion of the members on this | 


floor have been voting; but I did not feel author- 
ized in consequence to rise in my place and ask 
that distinguished gentleman whether these idle 
rumors floating on the wind were or were not 


Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. Do I under- 
stand that the gentleman from Indiana entertains 
any suspicions as to the honesty of my course? 

Mr. COLFAX. None at all. I stated that I 


had heard an idle rumor, but that, like those 


notice in this Hall. 

A Memper. What was it? 

Mr. COLFAX. I did hear it stated that the 
distinguished member from Pennsylvania had 


the legally elected Delegate from the Territory 
of Kansas. I do not charge it upon that gentle- 
man. Ido not say I believe it is true. I only 


outside the Hall to that effect, showing thereby 


only one Whose name has been thus used. 

Mr. FULLER. I have said nothing. I know 
nothing upon the subject of contested elections 
that would prevent me from examining them 
most fairly; and any rumor to the contrary is 
utterly false. I stigmatize as a liar any man who 
has given utterance to any such insinuation 
against me. 


Mr. COLFAX. I said before expressly, as 


I have no questions to ask | 
the gentleman, nor have I heard any rumors in | 








I repeat again, that I believed the rumor was 


less and futile were all these questions and cross- 

uestions. The gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. Banks] had, as well as the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Futier,] heard nothing of 
these rumors before they had expression on the 
floorof this House. They receive an utter denial 
from them both; and if other rumors were brought 


|| to the bar of this House for their adjudication, 





they would doubtless all of them be proved to be 
without the least foundation in truth. And, Mr. 
Clerk, there is no reason, because of the existence 


| of rumors on one side or the other, that the bal- 


the motion before he || loting for Speaker should be suspended. It is our ' 


4 


| to their investigation. 
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duty as intelligent citizens, as Representatives of 
those who sent us here, to organize the House 
and, disregarding all rumors, to vote in accordan,., 
with our convictions of whatis right. Let us tak, 
the responsibility for our votes. We are not rp. 
sponsible for our votes to any other than thog, 
who sent us here, and at that tribunal I am rea, 

and willing to answer for all my acts. 
Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL 9. 
tained the floor. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Have I not th, 
floor? F 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Kentucky 
has the floor. He yielded it to the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. Cesoak) for the purpose of 
explanation. 
fr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Clerk, I will stat. 


that, so far as I am concerned and those of my 





read y 


| friends on this floor, we have asked pledges at the 


hands of nobody. I want no pledge. I stand herp 


, on my rights, and place my entire reliance in the 


justice of my cause. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I renew, Mr. Clerk, the 
proposition which I made and withdrew a moment 
azo, for the purpose of letting the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. Co.rax] explain, that the House 


|| do now adjourn, in order that there may be proper 
serious consideration, and I have not therefore | 


investigation into the charges which have heey 
presented to-day, and with a view, too, of afford. 
ing opportunity for the investigation of other 
charges which, in all probability, will be made, 
of a deeper and blacker character. I have no 


| reference to any reports from any quarter. I do 
not speak of the floating rumors of the day. | 


do not pretend to present them here as any reason 
why this body should now adjourn, with a view 
I speak and I refer to 


| charges of a darker character than any which 





have been made. They have been made, and | 
trust that they will be made again, and that they 
will be either proved or disproved. 

Charges of this kind, sir, are nothing new. It 


| is no new thing for us to hear of propositions 


having come from some ee or another to 
gentlemen on this floor, and prominently on this 
floor. Has the House forgotten that not many 
days ago, the honorable gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Campse.t,] in declining as he did, most 
gracefully, and as I believe most properly, any 
further contest for the speakership of the House, 
announced here, in the hearing of every gentle- 
man now present, that he might, perhaps, have 
obtained that high position. If I misquote his 
words, I am willing to stand corrected. He an- 
nounced that he could not continue that contest 
with hope of success, without pursuing a cours: 
which would have degraded him in his own esti- 
mation, and rendered him an object for the just 
contempt of his fellow-citizens. I will not pr- 
tend to ask that gentleman, as has been befor 
done, from what quarter these propositions came. 
I know full well from where they came. Itis 
palpable to every member of this House. |! 
requires no great effort on the part of anybody 
to know it. It has been distinetly, but I think 
unnecessarily, disavowed by the Democratc 
party of the House. I disavow any such prop- 
osition, and I think equally without necessity, 
in behalf of that party with which it has been 
my pride to act. 
ho made that dishonorable proposition, that 
would have degraded the man to whom it was 
resented and equally degrades the proposer! 
ho made it? It was not the Democratic party; 
it was not the American party; then who did 
make it? From what quarter could the propos'- 
tions have come? Who desired that the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Campse.x] should give up 
his well-known opinions on the subject of sls- 
very? Nobody could have asked him to do tha', 
knowing how often he had advocated them and 
how well they were understood. Who desired 
him to give up his opinions of Americanism’ 
The only party that could have asked him thst 
question was the Democratic party cr those who 
are acting in bad faith with the American party 
in this House—men who have united themselves 
to that party, in my judgment, on the same pr! 
ciple and with the same motive that a certal 
graceless scamp in Kentucky sought a matrim0 
nial connection. He said, when remonstrat 
with, that he wanted to marry for neither money 
nor love, but simply that he might disgrace the 
family. thaeehien] And that is the only rease” 
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why there a . eagebce 
tached themselves to the American organization, | 


entirely from them. 

[ will repeat now, for the satisfaction of my | 
friend from Indiana, [Mr. Coxrax,] that I have 
no reference, to rumors, no reference to the ordi- 
nary floating reports of the day, no reference to | 
iar-room conversations; but I have reference to | 
direct charges which have been made, which I | 


believe will be made again, and of which, I have || 


no doubt, there is abundant proof—charges, I 
repeat, which if made and proved here, will pre- | 
f 


yentany honorable man, of any party, from con- || 


tinuing to give his vote for the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Bankxs.] Irenew my prop- | 
gsition to adjourn. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Then I withdraw the 


motion to adjourn. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Clerk, I had no idea 


of saving a word, but the remarks which I sub- | 
mitted when I withdrew from the canvass have || 
| 


heen repeatedly adverted to, and [ have forborne 

to say anything by way of explanation. I do not 

now propose to go into uny further explanation 

than isabsolutely demandec 

to them by the gentleman from Kentucky. 
The demand which has been made on me is 


will now say, in reference to pledges, as to the 


construction of committees, that no member. of || 


Congress ever approached me and demanded or | 
exacted a pledge. I will say, further, that I am 
clad it is so; for otherwise I should in all proba- 
bility have committed the sin, if it be a sin, of 
kicking out of my room any member who dared | 
to so approach me. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Clerk, if 
substantiated here against the honorable and dis- | 
tinguished gentleman for whom I have voted so 
many days, I should like to have them made now. | 


The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. ALEXANDER || 
K. Marsha] says, as I understand him, that | 


there are charges which have been made, and 
others that can be made. 
him, most respectfully, let them be made now. 
What is the necessity for adjournment? He has | 
nd stated, I apprehend, that there are charges 


what they are, and by whom they are to be made. 
Sir, is it wise, is it well, is it fitting for us to | 
adjourn or to take a recess upon such vague state- 
ments as he has made, not indicating in any way 
what the charges are or by whom they may be | 
preferred? Surely, nothing has been said here, | 
nothing has been shown here, which impeaches, | 
in the slightest degree, the honor of the gentle- | 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Banks.] The | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mittwarp] | 
did state that some propositions had been made | 
to him by a colleague. Those propositions, to the 
extent to which they were understood by him, 
are denied by that colleague, and emphatically 
denied by the gentleman from Massachusetts, so 
that he is not compromised at all by anything’ 
which was said in that case. And so in regard 
to every specification that has been made. An 
attempt has been made upon the other side to 
injure and embarrass the cause of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts by insinuating or intimating 


that gentlemen upon this side of the House have || 


been guilty of pairing off with more than one 
member upon the other side; and you see how | 
that has terminated. ‘It was all a mistake. 

Mr. MILLWARD (interrupting.) I deny 
that it has been denied by my colleague (Mr. 


re men in this House who have at- } such proposition to any member of this House, 
es | ' | and Ido not believe there is a gentleman here, 
and who are insisting on that connection, “on | 
eyery effort on our part to divorce ourse | 
| 


I wish to say a | 
word in re ply. || 


by the allusion made |) 


Then I would say to | 


} 
| say. 
after these personal explanations and difficulties 





| of protection. 





*EARCE] that the conversation which I related 
a took place between us. He has not denied 
it, : 

Mr. WASHBURN. I understand entirely 
What took place between the gentleman and his 
colleague, The gentleman’s colleague stated here, 
€xpressly and unqualifiediy, that he made nosuch 
Proposition to the gentleman as he has stated. 

here may be a question of veracity between 


them; but I submit that nothing has been proved, 


even against the gentleman on my right, [Mr. 
eaRcE.] At any rate, Mr. Banks has stated 


here ere and without qualification or reser- 
vation, that h 





e has given no authority fer any | 


_ on Senn GE 


no, not one, who, in his heart of hearts, doubts 
the entire truth of what has been said by Mr. 
Banks, or doubts that he has come out of this 
controversy, as he will out of a'l controversies in 


| this House, without any stain or blemish upon 


his garments. 


Mr. ALEXANDER K. MARSHALL. I have 


| not thought preper to make directly any charges 


here. Lam no lawyer; but when I make a case 


at all I will do it completely, and I do not choose | 


to make a case now, nor will I hereafter unless I 
shall be able to establish the facts which I shall 
bring forward. Iam not able to state positively 


|| whetherI shall be able to do so or not; but, if 


certain gentlemen upon this floor will stand up 
squarely to what they have told me, I will prove to 
the satisfaction of every member here all I shall 
charge, not upon the gentleraan from Massachu- 


|| setts [Mr. Banks] himself, but upon those who 
| are advocating his cause in this House, and who 


profess—as did the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
{Mr. Pearce]—to be acting by his authority. 
But, independent of anything that may be be- 


|| hind, there is a charge which has already been 


made before this House, that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts has given assurances to the Penn- 
sylvania delegation that he will waive his own 
ideas of the true policy of the country upon cer- 


| tain subjects, if they will support him. 
predicated on an inference, and nothing more. I || 


Mr. GROW. I should like the gentleman 
from Kentucky to say who stated that the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts had given any such 
assurances. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I asked the question, and 
your colleague replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. GROW. Which colleague? 
heard any such statement. 


Mr. MARSHALL. Then you were not list- 


ening. 
there are any charges which can be made and }| 


Mr. GROW. Yes, sir, I have been listening 
to the whole of this discussion. 

Mr. MARSHALL. If there is any disposi- 
tion to hear the charge made, I will make it my- 
self, because I heard the conversation between a 
gentleman from Pennsylvania 

Mr. GROW, (interrupting.) What I under- 
stood my colleague to say was, that he was satis- 
fied to leave the question with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, relying upon him asa gentleman 





from that gentleman. 

Mr. MARSHALL. You happen to have two 
colleagues from Pennsylvania; one of them is 
perfectly willing to leave the matter to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, but the other is not 
quite willing to trust the matter there. 


Mr. GROW. Then I suppose he has an as- | 


surance on the subject. 

Mr. MARSHALL. [hope the gentleman will 
not try to turn me back. 

The CLERK. 
from Kentucky has expired. 

Mr. KUNKEL. I Ries only a few words to 
This particular branch of this subject, 


are out of the way, involves, as it has been put, 
to some extent the honor of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts; and certainly the honor of the 
State of Pennsylvania; because I hold that it 
would be as dishonorable for the delegation from 


| that State toask pledges from the gentleman from 


Massachusetts upon the question of protection to 
its industry or any other interest as for that gen- 
tleman to give them. 

The charge made here is, that the Pennsylvania 
delegation asked and received pledges at the 
hands of Mr. Banxs in relation to the question 
That is the charge. 
sir. Now I will state all that occurred in regard 
to the matter. 

Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania. 
volve me in it. 


Mr. KUNKEL. Oh, I do not refer to my col- || 
league from the Berks district. The charge affects | 
only the sixteen or seventeen gentlemen from | 


Pennsylvania who have been voting for Mr. 
Banks. 
eight days ago, by a distinguished gentleman of 
the present Congress, not a member of this 
House, that Mr. 
interests in the State of New York against the 
interests of Pennsylvania, and pledged to consti- 
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I have not 


The time of the gentleman || 


Very well, || 


A number of us were told some six or | 


ANKS stood pledged to certain | 


| tute the Committee of Ways and Means with 
| some reference to those interests in the State of 


New York. My colleague from Schuylkill 
county [Mr. Campse.i] and myself ventured 
the opinion that it was utterly untrue. Never- 
theless we went to Mr. Banxs, taking with us a 
gentleman fron the State of New York, a mem- 
ber of this House, and asked him the question, 
whether any such pledge or assurance had been 
ge:ven? He responded that no such pledge or 
assurance had been given by him, or by anybody 
for him, and that he stood perfectly free and un- 
trammeted on that question. We asked no pledge 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and we 
have no assurance except that which results from 
the confidence we have reposed in him, and the 
knowledge that our interests deserve to be pro- 
tected. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Mr. Clerk, what a 
scene We are witnessing! Grave charges made 
before the country, and gentlemen shrinking from 
meeting them! <A distincuished member from - 
Kentucky rises in his place, and states that in 
case of an adjournment he will be able to determ- 
ine whether or not certain charges may be made; 
and the friends of the gentleman implicated are 
interposing, and interposing with all their might, 


| to prevent the time being allowed which is re- 


quired for the purpose of determining upon our 
course of action. In other words, the examina- 
tion that is suggested is resisted by those whom 
it is likely to atiect. 

Many Members. Not at all. 

Mr. SMITH. I can only say that it is so un- 
derstood. If they are wiiling to refuse the few 
hours asked by the gentleman from Kentucky 
for this examination of their own proceedings, 
let them do it with all the responsibility con- 
nected with it. 

But, sir-what is the fact in reference to the 
case that has been brought to the notice of the 
House? The fact is, that one member upon 
this floor went to another to ask himif he had 
any particular objection to being chairman of a 
particular committee, and also whether he had 
any particular objection to voting for Mr. Banks. 
You all know what the answer was. The faet is 


| unmistakable that a proposition was made to the 
| gentleman to vote for Mr. Banks; and he was 


asked at the same time whether he was willing 


| to be chairman of a particular committee. I am 
| of integrity, and that he never had any assurances || 
which may be made, without knowing distinctly || 


not going into this subject at length, but it is 


| gravely alleged that time will develop import- 


ant matters in relation to the efforts to organ- 


| ize this House, if an adjournment be permitted. 


| Will it be denied? 


I think those who are inter- 
ested in it ought to be the last to deny it. But 


| we have here some curious instances of special 
| pleading. The gentlemen from Pennsylvania all 


at once find out that the committee affecting their 
interests will be formed so as to suit their pur- 
poses, because the gentleman for whom they are 
voting is a man of, high character. Of all rea- 
sons ever alleged for constituting a committee, 
that is the most remarkable. I should like to 
inquire how the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Kunkev] knows that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Banks] would abandon his 
ancient opinions—which are well known—for 
the purpose of protecting the particular interest 


| of Pennsylvania? 


And the gentleman from Ohio has undertaken 
to explain the remarks which he made some 
days ago upon three subjects: his opinions as 
to the subject of slavery; his opinions as to Amer- 
icanism; and as to the structure of the commit- 
tees. He confines himself to the committees, mad 


| says that no member of Congress has propoved 


to him to form the committees upon an 


parti?u- 
lar basis. 


‘¢ No member of Congress,’’ he says, 


|| most emphatically. Then, sir, the proposi:} mt 
| ° . . 

| came from those outside of Congress. 
Do not in- | 


That cisn- 
clusion follows as a matter of course, for :at 
gentleman weighs well his words, and underst:,ids 
what he says. When he says that propositsfas 
were made to him to construct the commits *:s, 

which would involve his own self-respeet—4* 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of. Ohio, (interrupt‘);¥.) 
The gentleman from Virginia does not quot(;\1y 
language correctly, and therefore I cannot: ye- 
spond. If the gentleman will look back tu < 
records, he will find what I did say. 
Mr. SMITH. A 
marks of the gentleman. But the gentleman pad 
%) 
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notion of sla- 


Then I hope the motion will be 


if he was required to give up his 
very—— +i 

Mr. CAMPBELL. ‘The gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia is still incorrect. 

Mr. SMITH. I will only say that I will have 
the remarks of the gentleman here to-morrow. I | 
move that the House do now adjourn. | 

[Cries of ** No, no!”’ and * Call the roll!” \. 

Mr. GROW. Iask the gentleman from Vir- | 

os 
ginia to withdraw his motion for a moment. 

Mr. SMITH. I cannot do it, as I had prom- | 
ised to move to adjourn at the conclusion of my 
remarks. 

Mr. GROW. 
voted duwn. 

Tellers were called for and ordered, whereupon 
Messrs. Wueecer and Tuorineton were ap- 
pointed. a 

The House was then divided, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 67, noes 90. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I now desire the 
attention of the House for a moment, in relation 
to what was said by the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Campsent.] the other day. ‘The House will 
understand, from the remarks which [ have al- 
ready submitted, and from what was said by the 
gentleman from Ohio, that there is some misun- 
derstanding between us; and with a view to avoid 
all possible mistake I have sent for the report of 
the gentleman’s remarks, and I will read them. 
He says: 

“1 find, through the partiality of friends, that [ have re- 
ceived, in six of those votes, a higher number than any 
other candidate before the House ; and in al! the votes, a 
greater number than any other candidate of the opposition 
to the Administration. Yet, sir, it is obvious to me that it 
is impossible for my friends to succeed, unless I can per- 
form one of three conditions : to repudiate my well-known 
principles in reference to slavery ; my views on American- 
ism ; Or in some way, directly or indirectly, to make pledges 
with regard to the forming of committees which will 
amount to a sacrifice of my self-respect, and make me, in 


my opinion, a fit object for public contempt. | 
** Under these circumstances, and feeling that the inter- | 


ests of the country require an organization, and regard- 
ing those interests as paramount to every other consider- 
ation, I withdraw my name from the canvass. And in 
taking my seat, I desire to return to the friends who have 
shown so much fidelity to me, my sincere gratitude, and 
my thanks to my political opponents who have given me 
evidences Oi their personal regard. My name is with- 
drawn.” 

That is what was said by the honorable gen- | 
tleman from Ohio. He now says to the House 
that no member of this House has made to him 
any such suggestion as is referred to by him in 
relation to the formation of committees. We 
can, then, come to no other conclusion than that 
such suggestions were made by those outside of 
this Hall; and the consequence is, that the policy 
upon which the committees are to be formed is 
to be shaped and urged upon members through 
outside dictation. It is in that way that the hon- | 
orable gentlemen from Pennsylvania—directly 
interested in the iron business—are to be made 
satisfied in relation to this matter. It is in this 
way that the operations which have been referred 
to here have been carried on. Let the matter be 
investigated serialim. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
genticman from Virginia [Mr. Smiri] allow me 
to say that I hope he will not intimate that such 
outside influences have been brought to bear on 
my colleague from Pennsylvania? 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Clerk, it is idle to talk in 
this way. ‘There is a gentleman, sir, 
Mr. MACE, (interrupting.) I rise to a point 
of order. 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Indiana 
will please state his point of order. 

Mr. MACE, My point of order is this, that | 
there is nothing before the House, and all this 
discussion is outof order. [Loud cries of ‘ Call 
the roll!’’ 





| your repeating. 


| the sentiments which he utters, but also that those || 
| sentiments shall be correctly reporied. 





Mr. SAGE, (interrupting. 
Mr. SMITH. 


own position. 
Mr. SAGE. You have had your ten minutes. 
Mr. SMITH. Ihave not had my ten minutes. 
The CLERK. Within one or two minutes. 
Mr. SMITH. I know; but I shall not lose 
the time, of course, where I was interrupted. 
[Loud cries of * Call the roll!’’] 
The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Smtru] will please remember that the gen- 


Allow me, sir, to occupy my 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace] has raised a | 


point of order, which the Clerk thinks is properly 
taken—that there being no question before the 
House, discussion is out of order. 

Mr. SMITH. Is that point of order pressed, 
or is it not? 

The CLERK. The point of order being 
raised, the Clerk stated that the gentleman from 
Virginia cannot proceed without the unanimous 
consent of the House. 


Mr. LETCHER. 


in order upon it for ten minutes each. 


Mr. HOUSTON. The rule adopted the other || 


day does not allow a member to speak more thaa 
once on the same question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That is where another 
gentleman claims the floor. But here no person 
claims the floor from the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia. 


The election of a Speaker | 
is the question before the House, and debate is | 


Mr. MACE. My point of order is that there | 


is no subject before the House. 


Mr. PAINE. 


I rise for the purpose of making | 


a personal explanation. I find myself, Mr. Clerk, | 


placed ina 
words, for 


tleman to be exceedingly cautious, not only as to 


) We object to || 
| 


0sition where I must take care of my | 
see, from what I have heard since I | 
have been here, that it is necessary for every gen- 


Sir, I find myself partially misrepresented this | 


morning in the report of the proceedings of the || 


House of Representatives. ‘This misrepresenta- 


tion first comes to me inthe columns of the Intel- | 


ligencer. 
gentlemen who edit that paper, I would have 
allowed it to pass by unnoticed, had I not found 
it also in the columns of the Globe. I believe 
these venerable gentlemen are capable of giving 
me good advice, and when they represent me here 
as uttering sentiments, I take it for granted that 
they have but come to the conclusion that these 
were the sentiments which I ought to have 
uttered. [Laughter.] But, sir, I am extremely 
anxious to preserve, as long as I shall remain 
here, the character of an independent Representa- 


tive, and for the purpose of preserving that char- | 


acter, I have arisen to correct this misrepresenta- 
tion. 
In the few remarks which I had the honor to 


submit on the resolution offered by the gentleman | 
from Georgia [Mr. Stepuens] yesterday, on the | 
motion to lay that resolution on the table, I rose | 


for the purpose of removing any appearance of 
inconsistency on my part, and stated that I should 
vote to lay the resolution on the table, but that that 


vote should not commit me againstthe resolution | 
| or express my opinion upon it, asit was with me | 


only a matter of time. Sir, as soon as that reso- 
lution was offered—although we were not told 
why we were to devote ourselves even unto death 


for the election of a Speaker—the gentleman from | 
Georgia hoisted the banner over us, and inscribed | 
on it as a motto—** Dulce et decorum est pro patria | 


| mori;’? and | was willing to fight that matter to 


‘The CLERK. The Clerk thinks that the gen- |, 


tleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace] is right in his |, 


oint of order, there being no question before the 
fouse. But the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Ssuru) has nearly spoken out his ten minutes, as | 
it is. 

Mr. SMITH. I know, sir; but I have been 
so much interrupted, that [ was unable to con- 
elude what I had to say. 

‘The CLERK. The gentleman from Virginia 
can onl d by unanimous consent. 

i ITH. [ repeat, sir,—— 









f 


the death. [Laughter.] I therefore desired an 
opportunity of preparing myself for the occasion; 
and I required not only to take counsel with my 
family and friends in this city, but I required also 
to take leave of them. I wish it to be under- 
stood here that I take counsel with no one out of 
doors as to how I am to vote in this House. I 
admit, sir, that I wished for certain counsel at the 
time, but it was not for advice as to how I should 
vote, but that I might prepare myself for that 
final act, for I had not made my will; and I did not 


| want to defer doing so till the moment when I 


| 
| 
' 


| 


| should be in articulo mortis. 


Mr. CUMBACK, (interrupting.) I object 
that the honorable gentleman, who is so intense 
an American, should deal so profusely in foreign 
languages. [Laughter.] 


Out of great respect for the venerable | 
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Mr. PAINE, (continuing.) I beg, therefore 
to be set right on this point, and to say that j, 
was not to take counsel with my family anj 
friends as to how I should vote that I Wanted 
time, but simply that I might take leave of them 

Loud cries of ** Call the roll!’’] : 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I was put into my 
seat, sir, under a question of order; and pot for 
the purpose of allowing the gentleman to go int, 
a discussion. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from North 
Carolina [Mr. Paine] rose to a personal explang. 
tion. 

Mr. SMITH. And not to the point of ordey? 

The CLERK. No, sir. 

Mr. SMITH. Then, I suppose the point of 
order has been abandoned. Am [right? [Long 
cries of ** Callthe roll!” ** Let us havea vote!" 

Mr. McMULLIN. [understand that the ques. 
tion of order raised upon my colleague [My 
Smitn] by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Mace] was this: that there was no subject }e- 
fore the House, and that, therefore, my colleagye 
was out of order. Do I understand the Clerk ag 
having entertained the point of order as raised by 
the gentleman from Indiana? 

The CLERK. The Clerk did so entertain j; 
there being no question before the House at the 
time the gentleman from Virginia was speaking, 
Bnt till the objection was made, the Clerk did 
not conceive it to be in his power to make any 
objection. The gentleman, however, {Mr. Sarrx,} 
had spoken out his entire ten minutes, within 
two minutes, when the point of order was raised. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire that this questio, 
of order shall be advisedly and obiereetly diaseel 
of. Lassure the House that I am not desirous 
of consuming the time of the House unnecessa- 
rily; but ifa gentleman raises the point of order, 
and if the Clerk entertains that proposition, that 
it is out of order for a gentleman to speak on the 


'| question which is before the House, to wit, the 


election of a Speaker, I shall take an appeal from 
the decision of the Clerk. Does the gentleman 
{[Mr. Mace] insist on his point of order? [Loud 
cries of ** Call the roll!”’ “Det us have a vote!” 
If the gentleman has abandoned his point of 
order, I am glad to hear it. 

Mr. MACE. No, sir, I have not abandoned 
it; [ insist upon it. 

The CLERK commenced to call the roll. 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) It is due 
to the character of the House that this subject 
be acted on advisedly and understandingly. If 
the gentleman from Indiana has abandoned his 
question of order, then I have nothing to say. 

The CLERK. There being no question be- 


| fore the House when the gentleman from Inéi- 


ana raised his question, the Clerk decided that 
the question of order was well taken, but it 
having passed away from the notice of the House, 
he thinks itis now too late to raise it again. 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I think the ques- 
tion is a very simple one. We are engaged upon 
the eee of the election of a Speaker, and | 


| think that members have the right to speak in 


order, for ten minutes, upon any matter bearing 
upon that subject. It seems to me that is the 
question fairly before the House, and that we 
have the right to discuss it under the rules of the 
House. 

Mr. MACE. If the subject of the election of 
Speaker is legitimately and fairly before the 
Flouse as a question to be discussed and stated, 
{ beg leave most respectfully to move the previous 
question. ([Laughter, and cries of ‘* Good!”’} 

Mr. SMITH. I have the floor. 

Mr. EDIE. I object to-discussion unless itis 
in order. 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. Clerk, I now pass from 
the discussion of the point of order, and come 
directly to the subject on which we are engaged. 
Surely it is competent for us to discuss matters 
connected with the electioh of Speaker, which 1s 
the business of the House. : 

Mr. HUGHSTON. [object to any discussion 
that is not inorder, ; 

The CLERK. The Clerk must say that, inas- 
much as objection is made to any discussion, 
there being no question before the House upo! 
which discussion can legitimately arise, in his 
opinion the objection must be sustained, and the 

entleman from Virginia ruled out of order. 
Tread cries of ‘ Call the roll!’’] 
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~ The House then proceeded to vote the seventy 
frst time for Speaker, with the following result: 
Whole number of votes, 211; necessary to a 
choice, 106; of which— 
Nathaniel P. Banks received ........seeeeeeceeeee 1083 
William A. Richard8On......seeseseesecctsseceseee 6 
Henry M. Pallets. se cccccseeereeeeee scene teneenes 31 


Alexander K. Marshall..... 
Nathaniel G. Foster .........+.-. 
Hiram Warner ..cceecccccncsccescesecreccsncsess 


ee eee ee eee eee eee 


eee eee eee e eee 


Alexander C. M. Pennington.......-.sssesecseeee 3 
Benjamin ie atasnd tose oc ctvdstes Qcheeentee, & 
James L. OMr..ceccceceeecccccscvecescceseccssees | 
Jolin Scott HarrisON....+.seeeeeeeees cogeespactse!. & 
John WilliaMs..... esse cece ccceccceeccecescesvess : 

1 

1 


So there was no choice. 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James H. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Claw- 
son, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy 


Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Fe Durfee, || 


Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galioway, Giddings, Gil- 
pert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Holloway, 


Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughs- I] 


ton. King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, 


Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, | 


Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 


Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, | 
Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, | 


Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, Wade, 


Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wash- | 


burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel] Washburn, Watson, 
Weleh, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, 
Rell, Henry 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Brooks, 


‘ 


Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, || 


Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawtord, Davidson, Den- 


ver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Flor- | 


ence, Thomas J.D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augustus 
Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, 
Letcher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMul- 


lin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, | 


Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, 
Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. 


Winslow, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 


lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, | 
Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexan- 


der K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 


Porter, Puryear, Reade, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, | 


Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whit- 
ney, and Zollicoffer. 


For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and | 


Scott. 
For Mr. Leiter—Mr. Dunn. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Haven. 
For Mr. Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 
For Mr. Warner—Mr. Richardson. 
For Mr. Marshall—Bayard Clark. 
For Mr. Foster—Henry M. Fuller. 


Mr. READE. For the first time I find myself 
compelled to differ from my friend from North 


Carolina, [Mr. Paive.] He says he never con- | 
sults anybody out of the House as to his conduct, || 


noteven his wife. Now, I attribute the distin- 


ruished pone of my conduct here and else- | 


Where [laughter] to the fact that I always consult 
my wife; and such is the confidence I have in 


the ladies generally, that I should be willing that | 
select the Speaker, if it were | 


those ladies shoul 
not that I am too young a man to occupy the 
chair. [Laughter.] Now, in order to give those 
who have wives an opportunity to consult them, 
and those who have not, an opportunity to hunt 
them, {a laugh,] I would move that the House 
do now adjourn, but adjournments are out of fash- 
ion, and so are recesses. To accomplish my pur- 
pose, therefore, I move that we take an intermis- 


sion until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, meridian. || 


A Memper. 

Mr. READE. 
ofan. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Morean and 

AIL were appointed. 


The question was put, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 69, noes 97. 


Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. 


Why not move an adjournment? 


I ask: for tellers upon 


I call for the yeas and 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


he question was taken on the motion to ad- | 


Journ; and it was disagreed to—yeas 92, nays 
116; as follows: 


. YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Henry 8. 
ennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Brooks,Cadwalade 


r - Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
yolb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, Cullen, Davidson, Henry 
inter Davis, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Eng- 
ish, Ethe Fi 

Puller, 


» Eustis, Evans, Florence 


oster, Henry M. 
» Greenwood, Augustus 


» J. Morrison 





Smith, William Smith, | 
Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, Watkins, Wells, | 


I move that the House do now || 


r, John | 








| Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haven, 
|| Herbert, Houston, George W. Jonés, Kennett, Lake, Leteh- 
|| er, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey 
|| Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MceMullin, Me- 


| Paine, Peck, Porter, Powell, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, 
i] Ready, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Scott, 
1] Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William 
|| R. Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, Taylor, Trippe, Under 

|| wood, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whit- 
| ney, Winslow, John V. Wright, and Zollicotter—2. 

|} | NAYS—-Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry 
|} Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 
|| Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
| H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
|| Clawson, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, 
|} Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, 
1) Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dum, Durfee,“Edie, Edwards, Emrie, 
|| Faulkner, Flagler, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Galloway, Gid 

| dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, Har- 
| rison, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
| Howard, Hughston, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, King, Knapp, 
|| Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, 
McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millson, Moore, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oli- 
ver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
|! Pike, Pringle, Purvianece, Ritchie, Robison, Sabin, Sage, 
|| Sandidge, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stephens, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
| Tyson, Vail, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad- 
|} walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel 
| Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood 

worth—116. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

[Cries of ‘Call the roll!’’ “Go on with the 
vote !’”] 

The House proceeded to vote the seventy- 
second time for Speaker, with the following 





result: Whole number of votes cast, 211; neces- 
sary toa choice, 106; of which— 
|} Nathaniel P. Banks recvived....... sees ceeeeeeees 103 
William A. Richardson .....ecc ccccccccccce cedece OF 
BY le Pa cade k 656s wsignict + deceidcdsvess 31 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.........ccceesccees . 8 
DE Diced ddnntaee hate taevus setae’ ea 
Ss PED i coats ond 4s KSENe ak os ceekaecese — 
| PRETO Gio Ne od vckc cacsdbtcdctéocccicuese l 
BiomeGat Th. BEGG . oo 6cct deis dade 00s ceded l 
iT, eh Cn EMOONUDU ind ck cee cv cncbwnevecew eee oma 1 


Benjamin F. Leiter..... ‘ 
SOUT VEMREMB wc evcctccs cveccescceecece 


So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


| For Mr. Banks—Messtrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, James 
|| H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, 
Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
| Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, 
| Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Galloway, 
| Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 
| Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, How 
| ard, Hughston, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
| Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, 
Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Nichols, 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Penning- 
|| ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robi- 
son, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, 
Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, 
Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cad 
| walader C. Washburne, Eliihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Watson, Weich, Wood, Woodruff, and Wood- 
|} worth. 
| ‘or Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, 
|| Bell, Henry 8S. Bennett, Bocoek, Bowie, Boyce, Brooks, 
Cadwalader, Caruthem, Caskie, Clingman, Howell Cobb, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Crawford, Davidson, 
|| Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, 
Florence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Augus- 
| tus Hall, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, 
| Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kid 
|| well, Leteher, Lumpkin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, 
MeMullin, McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai 
|} Oliver, Drr, Peck, Powell, Quitman, Ruffin, Rust, San- 
| didge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- 
|| liam Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Taylor, Vail, Warner, 
|| Watkins, Wells, Winslow, and John V. Wright. 
For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, Join P. Campbell, Car- 
| lile, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 








|| Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alex 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Millward, Paine, 
\| Porter, Puryear, Ready, Rivers, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
| Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and 
| Zollicoffer. 
‘or Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Harrison, Moore, and 
Scott. 
For Mr. Orr—Mr. Evans. 
| ‘For Mr. Seward—Mr. Richardson. 
| Bor Mr. Foster—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
| For Mr. Marshall—Mr. Bayard Clark. 
For Mr. Harrison—Mr. Haven. 
|| For Mr. Leiter-—Mr. Dunn. 
| For Mr. Wiliiams—Mr. Wheeler. 


Mr. WINSLOW. 
|| now adjourn. 
|| Mr. FLORENCE, 


I move that the House do 


I demand tellers. 


woop and Trarron were appointed. 


The question was put, and the tellers re- | 


| ported—ayes 103, noes 98. 
| Mr. MORGAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
|| on the motion to adjourn. 


Queen, Smith Miller, Millward, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, | 


| Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Green- | 
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|| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 


| The question was taken on the motion to ad- 

| journ, and it was agreed to—yeas 108, nays 93. 
Thereupon the House (at three o’elock) ad- 

journed until to-morrow at twelve, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frimay, December 28, 1855. é 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and appro 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. Clerk, I introduce 
following resolution: i 

Whereas, it is apparent, under the existing differen Me if 
opinion in this House, that no organization thereof eis ve 
effected without some effort to unite all that agree on the 
doctrine of non-intervention, as asserted in the Kans: 
and Nebraska act, viz: that tle people of the Territories 
shall be left perfectly free to regulate their own domestic 
policy ; and whereas, itis indispensable, to effect an orgie 
zation, that all differences of opinion on other questions 
should be postponed, without compromise or concession 
on the part of any member voting for this resolution*—* 

Be it resolved, That Wittiam A. Ricuarpson be chosen 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the Thirty- 
Fourth Congress. 

I introduce that resolution for the purpose, if 
vossible, of embodying the sentiments of mem- 
ers in regard to the doctrine of non-intervention; 
and for the purpose of relieving members of the 
American party from what they consider an 
insult, in regard to their peculiar position on 
collateral issues, outside of the doctrime of the 
Kansas and Nebraska act. If there be national 
men enough in this House to electa Speaker and 
organize, it is time that there should be a con- 
summation of so desirable an object. If it be 
true that the American party, which claims to 
be national, agrees with the Democratic party in 

| sentiment on the doctrine of non-intervention, 
then its members can vote for that resolution 
without compromising a solitary principle which 
they profess; for the resolution declares that 
those questions are postponed. l spe ak for my- 
self individually, because I have not consulted 
the Democratic party. I desi¥e to make no issue, 
at present, with the American party on the ques- 
tions of Catholicism and foreignism. - | am will- 
ing to put them ahead, and let them be decided 
by the people in the future; with, however, the 
distinet understanding that I do not subscribe to 
the doctrines of the American party on either 

' of these questions. Ic is understood that there 
is an irreconcilable difference between the Ameri- 
can party and the Democratic party, so far as 
those two issues are concerned. How else can 
we unite, but by postponing those issues and 
agreeing on the great principle that the people in 
the Territories shall settle their own domestic in- 
stitutions in their own way? 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. When 
the gentleman from Georgia says that they agre: 
on the principle that the people of the ‘Territories 
shall be left to settle their domestic institutions tn 
their own way, antl to understand him to assert 
that, in his opinion, the people of the Territery, 
in their Territorial Legislature, may legislate to 
prohibit slavery? 

Mr. SEWARD. These questions in regard to 
legal points are not properly to be considered in 
this eee [Laughter.}] Hence we find a diffi- 

culty; and the gentleman from Georgia {Mr. 
Foster] said the other day that the Kansas and 
Nebraska act was a measure and not a principle. 
What I want to get at is a solitary prineip! 
Whether the doctrine of squatter sovereignty in 
the Kansas and Nebraska act is constitutional or 
not, isa question to be hereafter détided by the 
court. Our business is to make laws. It is the 
business of the courts to construe them. If thy y 
are not constitutional, the courts will so decide. 
Therefore this is not the regular tribunal to settle 
the questions; but when they arise under this 
act, and are presented to the courts, they will be 
settled. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would ask my friend 
from Georgia to modify his resolution | putting 

|| inafter ** regulating their own affairs”’ the words 

| ‘subject to the Constitution of the United 
| States.” ‘ 

} Mr. SEWARD. I accept that modification. 

| 





Mr. CLINGMAN. With the permission of 
the gentleman from Georgia, I desire to ask my 
| friend from Kentucky (Mr. Hompnrey Maa- 
|| SHALL] a question, for he and I have been @sso- 
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ciated together on many questions. I under- |! this 


THE CO 








stand that he would have voted for the Kansas- || desire agitation upon this subject. The question 


Nebraska bill if he had been in Congress. I ask 
him how he construes it? Does he believe that 
the people have the right or not to legislate as 
to slavery? 
measure, and would have voted for it if he had 
been here, [ ask him to construe it. ; 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. Will the 
gentleman from Georgia yield me the floor? 

Mr. SEWARD. I will yield to hear what the 
gentleman has to say. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 


the request of the honorable member, 


I have no hesitation, at 


siated, my position may easily be understood 
by all men. It looks the same way, North and 
South. I do not believe the Constitution has 
conferred upon Congress the power to prohibit 
slavery in the Territories by a ieldinsive act. 

do not believe that the people of a Territory of 
the United States, through the Territorial Legisla- 


lative Assembly, and pending the Territorial Gov- | 


ernment, possess the power to prohibit slavery in 
the Territory. I believe that the territorial gov- 


ernment is the creature of Congress, and that the | 


people who live in such a government must ne- 


cessarily abide by the limitations imposed upon | 
it by the authority which created and sustains it. || 
The institution of civil government in the Ter- || 


1 | 


1 


j 
j 


As he is one of the friends of the || 


to state | 
my opinion upon the point proposed, and I will | 
here observe to the gentlemen present that, when | 


| for a month engaged in a vain struggle to elect a 


ritory is the act of Congress; and, by such act, || 


Congress declares how the departments of the 
territorial government shall be divided, vesting 
the appointment of some officers in the President 
of the United States, whilst others are to Le ap- 


pointed by the people of the Territory—the latter | 
power of the people being a grant from Congress. | 


Congress might institute the government, and 
has done so, excluding the people from all parti- 


cipation in the choice of officers. I believe that all || 


the powers the people of a Territory may exer- 


gress chooses to allow them to exercise; because 
the stream can never rise higher than the fountain. 
That is my position. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 
stand the gentleman. 
Mr. MARSHALL. I now ask the honorable 
gentleman to state what is his position? Let us 
hear his opinion on these questions of power 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


Let me see if I under- 


to see if | understand my friend. I will tell him 
my position in amoment. Do I understand you 
to hold that the people cannot legislate nega- 
tively, or affirmatively, on the subject of slavery 
under the Kansas-Nebraska bill? 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
my construction of that particular bill? 
not gentlemen settled the construction of the 
Kansas-Nebraska bill among themselves? They 
say they stand upon its principles. 

Mr. SEWARD. I did not yield the floor en- 
tirely to these gentlemen, and must now claim it. 
{ modify my resolution by striking out the words, 
‘leaving the people of the Territory perfectly 
free to regulate their own domestic policy.’’ 

The Clerk then read the resolution as modified. 

Mr. SEWARD. I have modified the resolu- 


tion for the purpose of obviating the difficulties | 
that the gentleman from Kentucky seems to want || 


of slavery has become historical; and I consider 


to throw in the way here in regard to the con- 
struction of the Kansas-Nebraska act. 
member of this House has intelligence enough to 
understand that whatever law might be passed 
by Congress, a variety of opinions would exist in 


regard to the construction of that law, and it is | 


evident that we never can harmonize so long as 
gentlemen seek to produce division here by ask- 
ing individual members their opinions in regard 
to the effect of a particular law. 

_ All I desire is to assert the principle of non- 
intervention, and to leave the question of the 
power of the people of the Territories to legislate 
#0 as to establish or prohibit slavery where it now 
is, to be settled hereafter. If the American party 
are national on this subject, they are opposed to 
agitation, and want the slavery question taken 
out of Congress. In other words, if they want 
this Government to take its hands off the institu- 
tion of slavery, and to restore peace to the coun- 
them come up and show it by voting for 





I will answer the gentle- | 
man with a great deal of pleasure, but I want first | 


Does the gentleman want | 
Have | 


Every | 


| Ms * ’ j 
|| If L had had my choice of all the members of this 

cise, Congress can exercise; and that such peo- | 
ple cannot exercis@sany more powers than Con- | 











‘i 


| or by the Federal Government. 
| is to be settled by Congress, and decided against 


| ernment will be endangered and the Union cannot 
| be perpetuated. 


| question shall be taken out of the 


| shall not interfere with it. 
| shall have peace, and tranquillity will be restored 


| than we were at the beginning. 
. ' 
| then, that the time has come when we should 


| of an organization of the House upon a conserva- 


| houn wing of the Democratic party. Ido not con- 
sider myself as bound by the action of the Demo- 
| cratic caucus, or as in any way subject to the dicta- 


| of any indifference to Mr. Ricnarpson, who has 


| main question—the organization. 


| is what prevents it. 
| Mr. Banas, if I understand it correctly, repre- 
| sents the extreme anti-slavery feeling of the 


must be settled somewhere, either by the people 
If the question 


the South by a majority from the North, the Gov- 


Here is a common platform, 
upon which we can all stand. It that the 

ialls of the 
National Legislature, and that the Government 
When we do that we 


to the country. 

Mr. BOYCE. 
resolution, though I think it might have been 
more judiciously worded. Here we have been 


Speaker, and at the present time we appear, as far 
as we can judge, to be no nearer that conclusion 
It seems to me, 


begin to take our latitude and longitude, and see 
where the land lies, and if there is any probability 


tive basis. 

In the remarks which I shall make, I do not | 
wish to be considered as compromising the Dem- 
ocratic party at all, because I consider that I have 
an individuality apart from the Democratic party. 
I act with it when I approve of its course; when 
I do not, I act for myself. I belong to the Cal- 


tion of the party. I say this much, that the Demo- 
cratic party — not be compromised by what I 
may say; and I would add, that in the course 
whith I shall recommend, I shall not do it because 


hitherto been voted for by the Democratic party. 


House, he would have been my first choice for 
the honorable position of Speaker. 

With these preliminary remarks, I go to the 
What is it 
that prevents an organization of the House? 
There are three parties here, neither of which has 
a majority of the whole number of votes. That 
That party which votes for 


North, because, as I consider that Mr. Banks oc- 
cupies that position, I infer that those who vote 
for him agree with him in that position. Mr. 
Banks, if I understand him correctly, is acting 
with and is supported by that party in Massa- 
chusetts which repudiated Mr. Gardiner, and 
elected Mr. Rockwell as Governor of that State, 
because Mr. Gardiner did not go far enough in 
the anti-slavery crusade, he having vetoed what 
is known as the personal liberty bill. Mr. Banks 
himself told us the other day that he represents 
the most anti-slavery district in the United States. 
If that be true—and I suppose it is, as be himself 
asserts it—it follows that Mr. Banks is the most 





| anti-slavery Representative upon this floor, for 


Representatives are usually but a reflection of 
their constituents. 
Again, Mr. Banks is sustained upon this floor, 


| and in the preliminary caucus of those who sup- 


ort him, by the venerable member from Ohio, 
Mr. Gippines,]} whose ultraism upon the subject 


all those who support the gentleman from Massa- 


_chusetts as identified with him [Mr. Gappines] 


in his extreme opinions upon the subject of 
slavery. 


Again, the other day, when I interrogated Mr, 
Banks in reference to certain specific matters— 


| not matters of abstraction, but matters which will 


come before the House during the present session 
for their determination—what did he do? He de- 
clined to answer. He took shelter behind what 
he considered to be the example of Mr. Ricu- 
arpson. But I hope, if Mr. Banks takes Mr. 
Ricwarpson for his example, he will not, like 
some artists who paint from the masters of an- 
tiquity, imitate his defects, but rather his good 
qualities. I only asked him questions in rela- 
tion to subjects which will probably come up for 
legislation before this Congress; and from his 
declining to answer, I had the right to assume that 
if he had seen fit to answer, he would have an- 
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resolution. The Demoeratic party do not || swered in the affirmative upon each one of those 
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questions. TI had a right to presume that those 
who sustain him represent his extreme opinions 
There are two other parties here—those wh, 


|support Mr. Furzer, and those who suppor 
| Mr. Ricwarpson. Upon this subject of slavery 
| what : 


position do they occupy? Mr. Ricu, 
son stands upon the Rasaierask.s bill; M, 


Futter upon the position of abiding by existins 
7 5 


| legielation, and discouraging agitation upon the 


subject of slavery. Practically, so far as the oy. 


_ ganization of this House is concerned, those tw. 


gentlemen occupy the same position. Betwoeoy 


| their position, and the position occupied by Mr, 
I approve of the spirit of this || 


Banks, there is an impassable gulf. 


fol : hat, then, 
OUOWS!: 


It follows that those who vote fo, 


| Messrs. Ricnarpson and Fut.er—if they are 
| in earnest, and I presume that they are—hayins 
/a majority here, can organize on a conservatiye 


basis. It would seem to follow, too, that Mr, 
Banks cannot be elected Speaker of this body, 
The majority of this House differ from that gen- 


| tleman upon this important question of slavery, 


supposing the scattering vote to be equally divi- 
ded on this paramount question. 

The next conclusion 1s, that the conservatiys 
men of this House—by which I mean those who 
support Messrs. Ricuarpson and Fotier, and 
certain of those who do not vote for either of the 
three prominent candidates, but scatter their 
votes—the conservative men of the House cay 
organize the House if they will vote together. 

Well, sir, if they have the power to do it, is 
it not their duty to do it?) Why, then, should 
they not do it? LI suppose I shall be told that it 
may be iniurious to party. This cry of party 
has too often been the bane of republics. Party 
is a good enough thing in its place, but country 
is not to be sacrificed to party. Let us forget 
party for the day, throw off the shackles and 
paraphernalia of party, and for once assert our 
full freedom. I would adhere to party if it-were 
for the good of the country. But what is the 
first great duty which rests upon us as members 


| of this House? It isto organize this House upon 


a conservative basis. That is our first duty; and 
shall we be driven from it because we fear that 
the prospects of this or that party, at some fu- 
ture time, may be injured by our course now? 
[trust not. Itseems to me, then, that these two 
parties should withdraw their candidates, as 
party candidates, and that every man should 
come into this Hall at liberty to vote for whom- 
soever he chooses, without regard to party. I 
am willing to vote for any man, North or South, 
without regard to this secondary consideration— 
Native Americanism—provided he is entirely re- 
liable upon the slavery question, and will organize 
the committees on a conservative basis. 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. The res- 
olution which lies on your table, Mr. Clerk, pre- 
supposes an identity of opinion among thos 
who shall vote foritsadoption. The intent of the 
mover [Mr. Sewarp] was to make an assertion 
in favor of a ‘solitary principle’’—to use his own 
language—to wit: the principle of non-interven- 
tion ‘as declared in the Kansas~NVebraska bill. I re- 
spectfully ask that gentlemen on the other side of 
the House will define what is the principle as de 
claredin the Kansas-Nebraska bill ? 

The gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Sewaro,| 
who addressed the House a few moments since, 
says the question of power, as declared by tie 
Kansas-Nebraska bill,—I mean the power of the 
people of the Territory pending the territorial 
government,—is a question not for this House, 
but for the judicial tribunals—that Congress leg's- 
lates by that bill so as to leave that question in@ 
condition for the courts to take hold of it, 
such shape, manner, and form as it may assume 
under the varying circumstances under which t 
may arise before the courts. But, if this is no? 
intervention, what principle does the bill assert’ 
That Congress will not legislate on the question 
of the domestic institutions of the Territory, of 
that it has no power so to legislate? That Con- 
gress, not possessing the power, Fields it to the 

ople of the Territories, or declares the power 
be with them inherently and originally? What 
is covered, as a principle, by this phrase ‘nom — 
intervention,”’ as declared aie Kansas-Nebraska 
bili? What I want before I vote on such a reso 
lution as this,is, that gentlemen shall define the 
principle they intend to assert, and not attempt 








